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Articre I. 


The Modern Part of an Univerfal Hiftory, from the earlief? Account 
of Time.. Compiled from Original Writers. “By the Authors of the 
Antient Part. Vol. XX. + Raby 


£ HE earlier period of the Spanith hiftory, like that-of al- 
moft all nations who pretend to great antiquity, is-wrap- 
ped up in fable and obfeurity, which all the indultry.and pene- 
tratjen of future writers has not been able, wholly to remove, 
Human vanity has introduced a thoufand abfurdities into every 
account of the rife of monarchies. Each writer ftrained to in- 
creafé the importance’ of his own country; "by placing. its origin 
at the greateft diftance potlible from the.prefent times., In 
purfuing this end probability has beens fometimes overlooked, 
and the moft monftrous. fidions advanced, becaufe;antiquity 
rendered them venerable, aid the remotencfe of time difficult 
to be deteéted. What their itinerant bards. and orators fung 
poetically, has been adopted literally, and truth fo exaggerated 
and blended with falfehood, as makes it impoffible to feparate 
the mafs, and prefent the ingredients pure and uncompounded, - 


‘ The kingdom of Caftile, with the hiftory of which this vos 
lume opens, does not, it is true, claim a very remote origin ; 
but the ow progrefs of polite learning in Spain, the ufurp de 
tion of the Moors, the ftrange tafte for fchool-phitofophy, and 
that abfurd theology madé up of quibble and chicane, 6cca- 
fioned the negle& of hiftory, and of thofe ftudies that civi. 
lize the manners and adorn the mind. Even the northern na- 
tions, Sweden, Denmark, ‘and Ruffia, are perhaps farther ad- 
vanced in true learning, at this day, than Spain, notwithftand- 
ing it has produéed Cervantes, Mariana, and fome other ex. 
cellent wits and hiftorians, ' 
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_Of all the branches of literature, we may venture to fay 
that hiftory is the floweft in its growth: all the reft arrive at 
maturity before this puts forth the firft buds, and probably for 
this reafon, that every part of erudition is neceflary to complete 
the hiftorian. Hence the Spaniards have fallen fhort in hiitori- 
cal compofition, becaufe they have not cultivated learning in 

eneral with application. ‘Their language is noble, fall, artd 
majeftic, but poflibly too pompous for fimple narration, and too 
inflated for clofe and ftrong refle€tion. France and Italy abound 
in excellent hiftorians ; and yet the beft judges are of opinion, 
that the- languages of both countries are too refined, weak, and 
polifhed, for the manly energy and fire of hiftorical compofi- 
tion; however, the French and Italians have.carried the belles 
lettres to the higheft perfeftion, As to this kingdom, it was 
Jong upbraided with having produced no hiftorians, while fci- 
ence flourifhed more in England than any other country. Poets, 
philofophers, and divines of the firft clafs appeared ; but it was 
imagined that fome defect in our language rendered all attempts 

in the way of hiftory, abortive. At lait the afperfion is wiped 
off by three late writers, whofe elegance, perfpicuity, energy 
of expreflion, juftnefs of compofition, freedom of thought, and 
ftrength of reflection, cannot be furpaffed, and will always be 
admired, as long as any tafte for liberty, good fenfe, and fine 
writing remain. 


As we do not recolle& having feen any hiftory of Spain in our 
own language, except avery indifferent tranflation of Mariana, 
we imagine this'volumé,will be extremely acceptable to the pub- 
lic. It is minute, circumitantial, and copious, but too fre- 
quently vapid and plaufible, there being a certain folemnity and 
tidiculous importance affumed about the: mereft trifles, the 
fpelling of a name, the hour, day, or month when fucha prince 
was born, or fuch an event happened. ‘Thefe are blemifhes 
which fometimes offend, but ought not to prejudice us againft 
a performance that has the merit of being laboured and accu- 
rate. Our authors begin with refuting that traditional defcent 
of Don Ferdinand Gonzalez, firft count of Caftile, given by 
Mariana. This hero was, in fact, the fon of Don Ferdinand 
Gonzalez, lord of Lava in Caftile, and had by his courage; 
conduct, and policy, raifed himfelf to the higheft rank and au- 
thority in the province, at that time dependent on Leon. This. . 
event fell out in the year 951, after which Gorizalez carried on 
unremitting war againft the Moors, generally with fuccefs, and 
always with reputation. With all his great qualities Gonzalez 
had an ambition that furmounted all obftacles, and pufhed him 
frequently to actions extremely unjuft and criminal. Thus he 


died 
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died univerfally admired, but little regretted, leaving the prin- 
Cipality to his fon Don Garcias Fernandez, in the year 970. 


Don Garcias came to the government with a refolution to 
tread in the footfteps of his fire, to extend his frontier, main- 
tain a well-difciplined army, and, if poliible, raife himfelf to 
independency on Léon. Thefe wife intentions were, however, 
Sruftrated by unavoidable wars with the infidels, which he car- 
ried on with great fpirit. At laft he was wounded, taken pri- 
foner, and his army defeated ; a difgrace that chagrined him 
fo much as to bring on a premature death in prifon. His fon 
Sanchez Garcias ranfomed his body, which aé of filial piety was 
likewife the firft of his adminiftration. Sanchez inherited the 
courage and policy as well as the dominions of his illuftrious 
anceftors. He amply revenged his father’s death, had the ho- 
nour of placing a king on the throne of Cordova, enlarged his 
dominions, gained the efteem of the neighbouring potentates, 
and died highly beloved and regretted by his own fubjeéts, anno 
1022. The laft count of Caftile was Don Garcias Sanchez; 
fon of the late Sanchez Garcias. His perfonal and mental qua- 
lities are defcribed as fupernatural ; but being a minor at the 
death of his father, he was firft put under the tuition of his 
mother, a woman of fine underitanding, who beftowed the ut- 
moft pains on his education, and left him, at her deceafe, under 
the guardianfhip of the great Sanchez, king of Navarre, mar- 
ried to the young prince’s fifler. His youth and merit could 
not, however, fkreen him from jealoufy andenvy. His fubjeéts 
confpired againft him, and he was affaflinated before he was 


out of his tutelage. 


Sanchez, king of Navarre, now fucceeded to the government 
of Caftile, in right of his wife. He was the moft enterprifing, 
politic, and warlike prince of his time. He erected Caltile into 
a kingdom, and placed the crown on the head of his fecond fon 
Don Ferdinand. The young monarch had not long enjoyed 
' the badges of royalty, before his father’s death encouraged the 
King of Leon to invade his dominions with a powerful army. 
The valour and prudence of Ferdinand not only warded off this 
terrible ftorm, but annexed the crown of Leon to his own; by 
which he became the moft powerful of all the chriftian princes 
in Spain. Some infurredions in Galicia gave him great trouble 
“foon after the union of the two crowns of Leon and Caftile ; 
‘but his intrepidity and policy not only furrhounted thefe, but 
greatly extended his frontiers, by feveral vi€tories glorioufly ob- 
‘tained over the Moors, and the fubjeétion of the Moorifh 
princes of Toledo and Saragofla. Perhaps the only impoliti¢ 


tranfaction of his whole life, was the divifion he made of his do- 
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minions immediately before his death: this was dictated by pa- 
ternal fondnefs for all his chiidren, among whom he was de- 
firous of diltributing his favours with an equal hand, without 
all the requilite regard to contequences. 


Don Sancho inherited the kingdom of Caftile, and was fcarce 
fzated in the throne when he found himfelf engaged ina war 
azainft the kings of Arragonand Navarre. His valour foon ex- 
tricated him out of this, but his reftlefs difpofition involved 
him in another war with his brother Alonfo VI. king of Leon. 
After various turns of fortune, he, at length, obliged Alonfo to 
abdicate his crown, and retire into a monaftery. His ambition 


was now itimulated by fuccefs. Not content with depriving one 


brother of his crown, he could reap no fatisfa¢tion from his 
conquefts, while there was yet a diadem'on the head of another 
brother. He now refolved to deprive Don Garcias of the king- 
dom of Galicia, and fucceeded with that facility which might 
be expected from his great fuperiority in power. Thus were 
the crowns of Caftile, Lecn, and Galicia, again united} but 
Sancho’s ambition was infatiable. He beheld with jealoufy the 
cities Toro and Zamora in the poffeffion of his filters, and 
formed a plan for uniting them to his crown; but he fuffered 
the juft punifhment of his unnatural avarice. At the fiege of 
Zamora he was killed-by a pretended deferter from the city ; 
his brother Alonzo was rettored to his dominions, and the three 
crowns Were united on the brow of that monarch. 


Alonfo VI. is charaterized by all the hiftorians as a mild, 
juft, and pacific prince ; notwithftanding which we fee him 


-imprifoning his brother Don Garcia, in order to ufurp his crown, 


feizing upon a great part of the kingdom of Navarre, in direc 


oppofition to all the laws of equity, and conquering the king- 


dom and city of Toledo, to which, indeed, he was invited by 
the people opprefied by the tyranny of their king Hifflem. How 
juftly then he merited the epithets mild, juft, and pacific, we 
leave to our readers to determine, contenting ourfelves with re- 
marking, that after having extended his power and dominion 
farther than any of his predeceffors had ever done, he died of 
a chronic difurder, anno 1109, thirty-feven years after his re- 
ftoration, and forty-four after the deceafe of his father. 


The king of Navarre, who had married the daughter of 
Alonfo, claimed the crown of Caftile, entered the country with 
an army, and disbanded his forces upon receiving an ambafiy 
from the Caftilians, acquainting him, that they were ready to ac- 


knowledge his right without having reeourfe to arms. The 


queen, however, refolved to keep the reins of government in 
her own hands, and rule Alonfo as fhe had done her former 
3 husband, 
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husband, count Raymond. Her ambition and fpirit occafioned 
a quarrel, which firft produced a feparation, and afterwards a 
civil war. At length fhe was totally defeated in the famous bat- 
tle of Campo d’Efpina ; and Alonfo VII. gained the peaceable 
pofieffion of Caftile, Leon, Galicia, Toledo, and Afturias, 
though not entirely before her death, which happened, anno 
1126. 


This young prince was fon to Alonfo VI. and was fupported 
in his legitimate claim, in oppofition to his fifter queen Urraca, 
and her husband the king of Navarre and Arragon. The firft 
years of his reign were fraught with rebellion and confufion ; 
but his prudence, clemency, and affability. fubdued that obfti- 
macy which refufed to yield to his arms. After feveral glorious 
expeditions againft the Moors, he received the homage of the 
neighbouring potentates, and was invefted with the imperial 
dignity, anno 1134-5. After a glorious and long reign, he yield- 
ed up his laft breath inthe year 1157, leaving this charatter as 
drawn by our hiltorians. 


« He was indifputably one of the greateft monarchs Spain ever 
had to boait of. He extended his dominions from the moun- 
tains of Bifcay to thofe of the Sierra Morena, had the fingular 
honour of receiving the homage of the kings of Navarre and 
Arragon, and of acquiring, in confequence of that, the glorious 
title of emperor, which has indeed been afcribed to fome of his 
predeceffors, but without due proof. He loved, and was be- 
loved by, his nobility ; but at the fame time he juftly acquired, 
by his paternal care and ftri& maintenance of the laws, the title 
of the father of the commons, whom he prote&ed from all op- 
preflion, and rendered far more happy and eafy in their circum- 
ftances, than they had formerly been.. He was a confummate 
and fuccefsful general, and withal the ableft politician of: his 
time; and did more towards the recovery of Spain out of the 
hands of the infidels, than any of the princes who had reigned 
before him, his grandfather of the fame name only excepted. 
He was highly refpected by his neighbours, and even by the 
Moorifh princes, amongft whom Mohammed Abenzel, king of 
Murcia, became his vafial but a few years before his death. 
His fon, Don Sancho, no fooner underftood that he had breathed 
his laft, than he quitted the army to attend his corpfe to Tole- 
do, where it was interred in the royal chapel 4of the cathedral, 
with a pomp fuitable to the melancholy occafion. In one ref 
ped this great prince may be efteemed more happy than his an- 
ceftors, that all his great ations were both fairly and fully re- 
corded, in a Latin chronicle that bears his name, and was writ- 
ten in or near his time, which is that we have cited after Ferra- 
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ras, and has fupplied us with many particulars, and rectified 
many dates, that muft otherwife have reamaes perplexed or 
doubtful.’ 


The emperor Alonfo’s dominions were now divided between 
his fons. Sancho had Caftile, and his brother Ferdinand was 
unanimoufly admitted to the fovereignty of Leon, Aiturias, and 
Galicia. ‘The characters of thefe two princes will fufficiently 
appéar from the following anecdote : 


‘ Don Ferdinand was hardly featedon the throne of Leon, 
before he found, like moft young kings, his perfon befieged by 
flatterers, to whom he was but too acceflible; fo that the firft 
acts of his government were fuch as had an evident tendency to 
overturn it; for, in confequence of the bad advices given him, 
he difcarded Don Ponce de Minerva, and moft of the old officers 
and ftatefmen that had been the friends and favourites of his fa- 
ther; who, finding themfelves removed from all their employ- 
ments, retired to the court of Burgos, and were received with 
extraordinary refpect and kindnefs by the king of Caftile. Don 
Sancho was no fooner acquainted with the motives which had 
induced them to take fhelter under his protection, than he 
marched with a confiderable army into his brother’s dominions ; 
of which Don Ferdinand no fooner received intelligence, than 
he fet out to meet his brother with a fmall retinue; for they 
had hitherto lived together with fo much friendfhip and affec- 
tion, that he could not apprehend‘any danger in the prefence 
of one to whom he had been always dear. He met him at the ab- — 
bey of Sahagon juft as he was going to dinner, and the brothers, 
as foon as they had embraced, fat down to table. After they 
had done, Don Sancho told him, ‘ that he was glad to fee him 
in that condition; for that, finding his principal nobility re- 
tired out of his dominions, he apprehended he ftood in need of 
his affiftance ; he added, that their father was a wife man, as 
well as a great prince; that the former enabled him to make 
choice of fuch officers and counfellors, as raifed him into the 
latter condition ; and that he had given him little in giving a 
kingdom, if he had not likewife left him thefe; that he muft 
therefore take them home with him, liften to their advice, dif- 
card his flatterers, and rely upon it ; that, if his own forces 
were not fufficient, himfelf and his Caftilians were ready to af- 
fift him upon any proper occafion. Don Ferdinand taking’ all 
this in good part, Don Sancho left him his old fervants, and 
returned into Caftile with his army.’ 


After a fhort reign of no more than one year and ten days, 
Sancho breathed his laft, anno 1158, fincerely deplored by his 


fubjetts, neighbouring princes, and allies. The crown of Caf- 
tile 
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tile devolved on his fon Alonfo, an infant, left under the tuition 
of Don Guitterez de Caftro. His. dominionswere invaded by his ! 
uncle Ferdinand of Leon, under pretence of claiming the regen- 
cy. In the year 1169, the young king married Eleonora, daugh- 
ter of Henry II. of England, and fubmitted the quarrel witb his 
uncle Ferdinand to the Englifh monarch. He carried on divers 
fuccefsful wars againft the infidels, notwithitanding which he 
was excommunicated by the apoftolic fee. At the death of Fer- 
dinand he invaded Leon, but was repulfed by Alonfo 1X. fon to’ 
the late king. In conjunétion with young Alonfo his coufin, hé 
obtained a complete victory over the Moors at Tolofp, in the 
profecution of which war he died, leaving his crown to Don 
Henry, his fon, a minor. 


The premature death of this young prince, occafioned by the 
falling of a tile upon his head, brought.on the reunion of the 
crowns of Caitile aud Leon, not; indeed, as our authors affirm, 
in the perfon of Alonfo EX. but of DonFerdinand, to whom 
Berengara, his mother, refigned the crown of Caftile. Nothing 
remarkable is related of this prince, and our authors leaveitin * 
doubt, whether he was king of Leon, of Caftile, or of both. 
From other authorities, however, we are afiured that he pofleffed 
both crowns, and was fucceeded in them by Alonfo X. that 
great patron of fcience and merit, under whofe aufpices learn- 
ing began once more to revive in Europe. , 


Alonfo, commonly known by the name of Alphonfo the 
Great, begun his reign, anno 1252; and after a feries of wife 
adminiftration, liberal actions, generous and prudent meafures, 
breathed his laft, anno 1284, his death being hurried on by the 
unnatural rebellion of ,his fon and fubjects. In fumming up 
this prince’s charaéter, our authors, weakly enough in our opi- 
nion, mention his prophanenefs, on account of that faying of 
his, * that he could have contrived the univerfe better, had the 
Almighty confulted him.’ This we rather-confider as a fevere 
farcafin on the perplexed fyftem of Ptolemy, then in vogue, 
than as an impeachment of the wifdom of providence. Al- 
phonfo’s fagacity foon penetrated the abfurdities of the Ptole- 
maic {phere ; but his good fenfe could not be blind to the beau- 
tiful order and harmony fo ftriking in the compofition of the 
univerfe. Before his death he pardoned his fon Sancho, who 
inherited his crown, his military virtues, but neither his policy, 
learning, generofity, or magnificence. ‘This prince waged per- 
petual war with the Moors, and fo heightened the natural fero- 
city of his difpofition, by the conftant fcenes-of -blood in which 
he was epgaged, that. he obtained the furname of Fierce, or Sa- 
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wage. He died, anno 1295, to the great joy of the Moors, an ' 
but little regretted by his own fubjedts. 


His crown devolved on Don Ferdinand IV. his fon, who, foon 
after his acceffion, found himfelf attacked by the kings of Arra- 
gon and Portugal. He had not long terminated thefe difputes 
before a rebellion of his fubje¢ts required his utmoft ability ta 
fupprefsit. Like all his anceftors he waged war with the Moors, 
but obtained no great reputation by his military prowefS. ° In 
the year 1312 he died iuddenly in his bed, a punifhment inflifted 
upon him by heaven, according to the fuperftition of thofe 
times, for fhedding the blood of his two brothers. Ferdinand’s 
reign was a feries of confufion, and his death gave birth to ftill 
greater mifchiefs. His fon Alonfo was placed on the throne in 
his infancy, and the queen declining the regency, that office was 
affumed by the Infants Don Juan and Don Philip. They quar- 
relled among themfelves, and reduced the kingdom to the loweft 
abyfs of mifery. At laft the king took the adminiftration into 
his own hands, which he began with an aé& of fevere, and, pof- 
fibly, cruel juftice, ordering Don Juan to be affaffinated. After 
appealing civil difcord, Alonfo entered upon a war with Na- 
varre, which he purfued in a manner that augmented his repu- 
tation. Next he turned his arms againft the Moors, and was the 
chief inftrument of the fignal vitory obtained at Salfedo. The 
important fiege of Algeriza raifed his charater to the higheft 
pinnacle of fame; after which he died of the plague before Gib- 
raltar, adored by his fubjeéts, dreaded by the Moors and ad- 


sired by all Europe. 


Don Pedro fucceeded to his father at the age of twelve years. 
Early he obtained the furname of Crue/, from thofe barbarous 
murders committed by his orders, on his brother Don Frederic, 
his aunt Leonora, his coufin Juan de Arragon, his own beau- 
teous queen Blanca, and feveral of the firft nobility. At laft 
he was-depofed by Don Henry, took refuge firft in Portugal, and 
afterwards in Guienne ; where he prevailed on Edward, prince of 
Wales, furnamed the Black Prince, to ufe his utmoft endeavours 
to reftore him. Reinftating this monfter in his dominions ap- 
pears to us the greateft blemith in the charaéter of that favou- 
rite prince of the Englifh nation. Pedro no fooner found’ himfelf 
a fecond time in pote fion of the throne, than he began to ex- 
ercife bis ufual cruelty, avarice, and debauchery; which fo 
incenfed the people, that, inviting Don Henry to the kingdom, 
they gave battle to the king, and depofed him. Afterwards he 
was privately put to death by order of Don Henry, who took 
poffefiion of his treafure, mmouneings as it is faid, to one hun- 
dred and fifty miilions in gold and flver. 

Don 
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Don Henry was proclaimed king by the unanimous voice of 
the nation ‘A. 1372. His reign was juft, mild, and pacific; 
yet was he taken off by poifon, after he had wielded the royal 
{cepter for fix years. He was fucceeded by his fon Don Juan, 
who, by his marfiage with the infanta of Portugal, acquired a 
title to that crown. Attacked by John of Gaunt, duke | 
of Lancafter, who demanded, in imperious terms, that Juan” 
would refign the crown of Caitile, a bloody war enfued: the 
king kept his crown, and found means to fatisfy the duke of 
Lancafter. His death was fudden, and his reign fhort; but fo 
amiable, as to afford happy prefages of the felicity his fubjeéts 
ynuft have derived from its duration. 


His fon, Don Henry III. was raifed to the throne a minor. 
This prince fhewed an intrepidity, policy, and fagacity, toge- 
ther with a fpirit of enterprize, altogether aftonifhing at his 
age. His minority produced difputes about the regency, and 
introduced fa much confufion into public affairs, that he re- 
folved to.afflume the reins of government before he arrived at 
the proper age. His intention met with many obftruétions ; 
but he triumphed over them all, except the flow poifon admi- 
niftred by his treacherous courtiers, of which he died A. 1406, 
regretted as the father of his people, and admired as a prodigy 
ef wifdom, valour, and-generofity. 


The reign of his fon and fucceffor, Don Juan IT. placed on 
the throne at two years of age, was a lamentable fcene of dif- 
order, rapine}.and rebellion, by which the kingdoms of Caftile 
and Leon were reduced to the verge of deftrution. In the 
year 1418 he géverned the kingdom in his own name; and was 
foon after feized.by a ftratagem, contrived by the king of Ar- 
ragon. As the plot did not operate to the full extent of the 
defign planned by his Arragcnian majefty, Don Juan obtained 
his liberty, endeavoured to revenge the infult, and tavalved his 
fubje&s in frefh troubles, A war with Arragon enfued, and 
ended mote happily than could be expeéted from circumftances ; 
after which the king turned his arms againft the Moors, ob- 
tained a complete vidiory, and depofed the king of Granada. 
A civil war, that broke out in his own dominions, ftopped the 
progrefs of his conquefts, and obliged him to apply his attention 
to domeftic affairs, in which he was no lefs fuccefsful, In a 
word, after triumphing over all his enemies, he died in peace, 
with the reputation of a monarch equal in every public and pri- 
‘vate virtue to any who had grafped the Spanith fcepter. 


In the year 1453, Henry IV. mounted the throne of his fa- 
ther with yniverfal approbation, and began his reign by perfe- 
' cuting 








go The Law of Nations. 


cuting the Moors, and recovering the important fortrefs of Gi- 
braltar. This prince had an interview with Lewis XI. of 
France, for whom he entertained a thorough contempt. Se- 
veral infurre&ions appeared in his own dominions. At firft 
he was fucce(sful againft the rebels; then he was forced to come 
to terms, which he broke; and, laitly, he was depofed, and the 
infant Don Alonfo placed onthe throne. At this prince’s death 
the fucceffion was fettled on Donna Ifabella, married to Ferdi- 
nand king of Sicily, and the king was reftored to the throne, 
upon which he fat many years, without having reigned a fingle 
day. In the year 1473 he expired, leaving all his:dominions. to 
Ifabella and Ferdinand, who foon united all the d‘fferent king- 
doms of Spain in one monarchy. 


Thus have we prefented the reader with a faithful abftra& of 
the volume before us, and of the hiftory of Caftile and Leon, 
fo little known in our language. The fubjeé is capable of more 
embellifhment than our authors have beftowed, who too fre- 
quently delight in difplaying their learning and accuracy, at the 
expence of their own underftanding and the entertainment of 
their readers. If we have beftowed more than common labour 
in epitomizing a large volume, it was becaufe the fubject is new 
and curious ; but it will not be expeéted we can proceed in the 
fame method by every article, which would render the fatigue of 
the month infupportable. 


Annexed to the above hiftory is a fhort account of the king- 
dom of Arragon, which ferves as an introduction to the fubfe- 
quent part of the Spanifh hiftory. 





Art. II. The Law of Nations; or Principles of the Law of Na- 
ture: Applied to the Condu& and Affairs of Nations and Sove- 
reigns. By M. de Vattel. A Work tending to difplay the trie 
Intereft of Powers. Tranflated from the French. 4to. New- 
bery. [Concluded.] 


HEN we preferred this excellent work to thofe of Gro- 

tius and Puffendorff upon the fame fubjeét, as being 
more juft to the rights of nature and fociety than they, we find 
it itill deferves the preference, as being more methodical, more 
comprehenfive, and yet more fimple than either of the former. 
A fhort view of each will fatisfy the reader in this particular. 
The treatife of Grotius, de jure belli & pacis, from the title, pro- 
feffes to treat of but a fmall part of the fubje& of the law of 


nations. However, it comprifes feveral ftrictures upon laws in 
gene- 

















The Law of Nations. : ot 
general, on thofe laws common to all mankind, and the'diffe- 
rent manner of promulgating thofe Jaws: it treats of marriage, 
of the power of fathers over their children, of mafters over their 
flaves, of fovereigns over their fabjeéts ; of promifes, contratts, — 
oaths, public treaties; the laws of ambafladors, the rites of ‘bu- 

rial; of punifhments; the laws of peace and war. In it is exa+ 
mined what is war; in what cafes juft, and in what otherwife ;” 
in what manner we fhould keep faith with our enemies, and 
how treat them when conquered. 


But though this work contains excellent precepts concerning 
the law of nations, it cannot be regarded as a methodical trea- 
tife of this law in general; and this, without doubt, was the 
reafon that engaged Puffendorf to compofe his treatife de jure 
nature &9 gentium, in which he has preferved more order. This 
is indeed a work of great erudition, and indifputably of much 
benefit to mankind; but neverthelefs -it: contains many thing’ 
which do not agree with our cuftoms: whole pages of erudition 
are exhaufted upon cafes, that, from the prefenr conftitution of 
things, cannot happen : enquiries are made, and doubts raifed, 
upon fubjeéts that apparently need no explanation. An in- 
ftance of the firft may be found in what he fays upon the rights 
of the firft comer, with regard to the privilege of hunting; and 
of the fecond in the article of marriage, particularly with regard 
to divorces, where, by the bye, he appears intirely miftaken. 
He has not fufficiently endeavoured to fhew how the civil does 
not deftroy natural fociety, and that the latter only ferves to 
perfeé&t the former. To illuftrate this was attempted, by Wol- 
fius, the great Saxon. philofopher; and after him by Burle- 
maqui, profeffor of civil and natural law at Geneva, in a work 
intituled Principes du droit naturel, printed at Geneva in 1747. 
As far as this philofopher goes, he treats his fubje&t with be- 
coming method and precifion; but, in an advertifement pre- 
fixed to the work, he informs the public, that what he there 
prefents them is but the beginning of a complete-fftem of the 
Jaw of nature and nations, which he intended to publifh, but 
difcontinued, from ficknefs and other avocations. 


This excellent introduction only ferved to excite a defire 
among the learned to fee the fubject continued with equal ele- 
gance, accuracy, and truth; and this was referved for Mr. 
Vattel, who, in the prefent work, though he modeftly profeffes 
to take Wolfius for his guide,” almoit every where correéts, 
abridges, and improves him. What Wolfius has diffufed into 
fourteen volumes, our author has contraéted into one, at the 
fame time that his reafonings are fatisfactory, and carry nothing 
ef the difgufting drynefs of an abridgment. 

: . We 
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We would, however, advife the reader, who would go through 
this volume with profit and pleafure, firft to read the treatife of 
Burlemaqui already mentioned, in which the laws of nature are 
defined, proved, afcertained, and illuftrated. Without a pre- 
vious acquaintance with the. law of nature, the law of nations 
cannot be demonftrated ; fince this law is but the application of 
that rule, fubfilting between individuals, to focieties, confidered 
refpectively as fo many fingle moral agents; and the diffcrence 
between both laws is the fame with that which fubfifts between 
an individual and a bedy corporate, confidered as fuch. 


We have, in the former Number, given an abftra&t of fome 
of thofe laws which a nation ought to obferve with regard to 
itfelf:, we thall profecute the fubjeét, by confidering thole duties 
which nations ought to obferve with refpect to each other, which 
are confidered in the fecond book ; and this, in the more parti- 
cular acceptation of the word, comes under the title of she 


daw of nations. 


Every nation, fays our author, ought to labour for the pre- 
fervation of others, and fecure them from deftruétion and ruin 
as far as it can, without expofing itfelf too much. ‘ Thus 
when a neighbouring nation is unjuftly attacked by a powerful 
enemy, threatening to over-run and opprefs it; if you can de- 
fend it, without expofing yourfelf to any great danger, unquef- 
tionably it is your duty. Do not object that a fovereign is not 
to expofe the lives of his foldiers, for the fafety of a foreign na- 
tion with which he has not contracted a defenfive alliance. It 
may be his own cafe to ftand in need of fuccour, and confe- 
quently to promote and exert the fpirit of affiftance is acting 
for the fafety of his own nation. Accordingly policy here co- 
incides with, and enforces obligation and duty. It is the intereft 
of princes to ftop the progrefs of an ambitious power, which 
aims at a farther agrandizement by fubduing its neighbours. 
A powerful league was formed in favcur of the United Pro- 
vinces when threatened with the yoke of Lewis KIV. When the 
Turks had laid fiege to Vienna, the brave Sobiefkei king of Po- 
Jand with an army came and faved the houfe of Auitria; and 
poffibly, by the fame glorious action, all Germany and his own 
kingdom.” 


How appofitely does the cafe, as here ftated, come home t® 
ourfelves ; and how clearly does it point out the re€titude of the 
condu& of our prefent miniftry! We incur no danger by the 
affiftance we now lend upon the continent, while we fave our 
allies from certain ruin. But to our author. 


« What- 
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¢ Whatever be the calamity with which a nation is afflicted, 
the like afliftance is due to it. We have feen’ little ftates in 
Switzerland order public colleétions to be made in behalf of 
towns or villages of neighbouring countries which had been 
ruined by fire, and remit them liberal fuccours 3 no difference of 
religion diverting them from a work of fuch true piety." The 
calamities of Portugal have given England an opportunity of 
fulfilling the duties of humanity with that generofity which dif- 
tinguithes an opulent, powerful, and magnanimous nation. On 
‘the firft advice of the misfortune of Lifbon, the parliament 
voted a hundred thoufand pounds fterling for the relief of an 
unfortunate people: ‘the king alfo was pleafed to add confider- 
able fums : fhips loaded with provifions and all kinds of fuc- 
cours were fent away with the utmoit difpatch; and their arrival 
convinced the Portuguefe, that, in thofe who underitand the 
rights of humanity, the oppofition of belief and worthip is*ne 


obftacle to their beneficence. 


‘ How happy would mankind be, were thefe amiable pre- 
cepts of nature every where obferved: nations would commu- 
‘Nnicate to each other their produéts and their knowledge; a pro- 
found peace would prevail all ‘over the earth, and diffufe its 
‘invaluable fruits ; induftry, the fciences, and the arts would be 
employed to procure our happinefs, no lefs than to relieve our 
wants; violent methods of conteft would be no more heard of: 
differences would be terminated by moderation, juitice, and 
equity ; the world would have the appearance-of a large repub- 
lic; men live every where like brothers, and each individual be 
a citizen of the univerfe. ‘That this idea fhould be but a de- 
‘lightful dream! yet it flows from the nature and effence of 
man. 


‘It is feldom that nature is: feen in one place to produce 
every thing man ftands in need of: one country abounds in 
corn, another in paftures and cattle, a third in timber and me- 
tals: all thefe countries trading together, agreeably to human 
“nature, no one will be without fuch things as are ufeful and 
neceflary; and the views of nature, our common mother, will 
be fulfifled. Farther, one country is fitter for fome kind of 
products than another; as for vineyards, more than tillage. If 
trade and barter take place, every nation, on. the certainty of 
procuring what it wants, will employ its induftry and its ground 
in the moit advantageous manner; and mankind in general 
proves a gainer by it. Such are the foundations of the general 
obligation incumbent on nations reciprocally to cultivate com- 


merce.’ 
The 
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. The author goes on to confider how far one fovereign can 
make himfelf a judge of the condutt of another ; upon which 
he obferves, that it does not belong to any foreign power to 
take cognizance of the adminiftration of this fovereign, to fet 
himfelf up as a judge of his condué, and to oblige him to alter 
it. ‘ If he loads his fubjeéts with taxes, and if he treats them 
with feverity, it is a national affair, and no other is called upon 
to redrefs it, or to oblige him to follow more wife and equitable 
amaxims. It is for prudence to point out the occafions when a 
foreign prince may make him officious and amicable reprefenta- 
tions. ‘The Spaniards violated all rules, when they fet. them- 
felyes up for judges of the Inca Athualpa. If that prince had 
violated the law of nations with refpe& to them, they would 
have hada right to punifh him. But they accufed him of having 
put fome of his fubje&ts to death, of haying had feveral wives, 
v&c.. things, for-which he was not at all accountable to them ; 
and what gave the finifhing ftroke to their extravagant injuftice, 
they condemned him by the laws of Spain. 


‘ But if the prince, attacking the fundamental laws, gives his 
fubjects.a legal right to refift him; if tyranny, becoming infup- 
portable, obliges the nation to rife in their defence; every fo- 
areign power has a right to fuccour an oppreffed people who im- 
plore their afiiftance. ‘The Englith juftly complained of James 
TI. . The nobility and the moft diftinguifhed patriots refolved to 
put a check oa his enterprizes, which manifeftly tended to over- 

-throw the conftitution, and to deltroy the liberties and the reli- 
gion of the people, and therefore ;applied for affiftance to the 
United Provinces. The authority of the prince of Orange had, 
doubtlefs, an influence on the deliberations of the States Ge- 
neral; but it did not make them commit injuftice: for when a 
people from good reafons take up arms againit an oppreffor, 
guftice and generofity require, that brave men fhould be affifted 
an the defence of their liberties, Whenever therefore a civil 
war is kindled in a.itate, foreign powers may affift that party 
which appears to them to.have juitice on their fide. He who 
aiifts an odious tyrant, he who declares for an unjuft and rebel- 
lious people, offends againit his duty. When the bands of the 
political fociety are broken, or at, leaft fufpended between the 
fovereign and his people, they may then he confidered as two 
idiftin& powers ; and fince each is independent of all foreign au- 
»thority, nobody has a right to judge them. Either may be in 
the right, and each of.thofe who grant their affiftance may 
believe that he fupports a good caufe. It follows then, in virtue 
of the voluntary law of nations, that the two parties may aé& as 
having an equal right, and behave accordingly, till the: decifion 
of the affair’ The 
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_ ‘The author proceeds to treat-of the obfervationof juttice 
between nations. Of the concern a nation may have in the 
actions of its citizens. Of the domain in regard to different 
nations. Of the rules which a country fhould obferve with re- 
{pect to foreigners. Of the rights which belong to all nations, 
after the introduétion of domain and property. How a nation 
ought to ufe its right of domain, in order to difcharge its duties 
fowards others, with refpect to their innocent ufe. He goes on 
to fettle the right by prefcription, or long poffeffion; and comes 
to explain the duties of a nation with regard to treaties and al- 
liances; in which he has the following controvertible para- 
graph: | 
« The juftice of the caufe is another reafon of preference be- 
tiveen two allies, and even we ought not to affift him whofe caufe is 
unjuft, whether he be at war with one.of our allies, or with another 
fate; for this would be the fame as if we contra&ed an alliance for an 
unjnft purpofe, which is not permitted. No one can be validly engaged 
to fupport injuftice.’ 
It may be argued, in oppofition to this do&trine, that when 
a nation enters into an alliance offenfive and defenfive, it de- 
prives itfelf, in fuch a cafe, of the power of judging the juftice 
or injuftice of the quarrels of its ally. When, therefore, it re- 
fufes its affittance upon fuch an c<cafion, it makes itfelf at once 
the judge and accufer; it breaks the terms of the treaty, in 
which there can be no miftake, in order to prevent an injuftice, 
in the nature of which it may be miftaken. The Dutch, for 
inftance, are bound, by their treaties with England, to furnith a 
certain number of forces: the compact is evident; to this they 
are obliged, whatever may be the caufe of the quarrel, when 
not repugnant to their national fecurity ; and when they refufe 
thofe fuccours, upon a pretence of the injuftice of our fide, here 
they act unjuftly, as they commit a certain breach of juftice, to 
avoid an action, the nature of which is at beft no more than 


doubtful. But to proceed. 


The author proves the obligation which nations are under to 
obferve thofe treaties which they have ratified, and explains the 
nature of the obligation to thofe agreements made by'a public. 
perfon, who goes beyond the terms of his commfffion, and aéts 
without the orders or command of his fovereign. As we had 
lately fuch an inftance, in the famous treaty of Clofter-feven, 
we fhall give the fentiments of our author upon this head, as 
he may be confidered as an impartial judge in the difpute. 


* He who treats in this manner for the ftate, without having 


a commiffion, promifes by this means to take fuch meafures, 
I . that 
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that the ftate, or the fovereign, fhall approve and ratify the 
agreement ; otherwife his agreement would be vain and illufive. 
The foundation of this agreement can be no other on either 
fide, than the hope of the ratification. 


* The Roman hiftory furnifhes us with examples of this kind 
of agreements ;. let us ftop at the moft famous of them, at that 
of the Caudine Forks, which has heen difcuffed by the moft il- 
luftrious authors. The confuls T. Veturius Calvinus. and Sp. 
Poitumius, with the Roman army, being engaged in the defiles 
of the Caudine Forks without hope of efcaping, concluded a 
fhameful agreement with the Samnites ; but informing ther, 
that they could not make a true public treaty (fedus) without 
orders from the Roman people, without the feciales, and the 
ceremonies confecrated by cuftom; the Samnite ‘general con- 
tented himfelf with exacting a promife from the confuls and 
principal officers of the army, and with making them give fix 
hundred hoftages ; and having made the Roman army lay down 
their arms, and caufed them to pa{s under the yoke, fent them 
away. The fenate, however, refufed to accept the treaty; de- 
livered thofe who had concluded it to the Samnites, who refufed. 
to receive them, and then thought themfelves free from all 
obligation, and covered from all reproach.’ 


A fate cannot be bound by an agreement made without its 
order, and withouf its having granted any power for that pur- 
pofe. But then whether it lies under any obligation is what, may 
deferve confideration. ‘ If things are in their firft fituation, 
the ftate or the fovereign may difown the freaty, which falls by 
this difavowal, and is as if it had-never been. But the fove- 
reien ought to manifeft his refolution as foon as the treaty comes 
to his knowledge; not indeed that his filence alone can give 
validity to.a convention, that cannot have it without his appro- 
bation ; but it would be unjuft for him to give time to the other 
party to execute, on his fide, an agreement which he would not 


ratify. 


‘ 


« IT however confefs, and freely acknowledge, that if the ene- 
my had fuffered an intire army to efgape, on the faith of an 
agreement they had concluded with the general, unprovided 
with fufficient power, anda fi.aple /onfor; { confefs, Tfay, that 





if that enemy had behaved generoufly, if they had not madégr ~~ 


ule of their advantages to diftate fhameful or too fevere condi- 
tions, equity would have required, either that the ftate fhould 
have ratified the agreement, or concluded a new treaty, on juft 
and reafonable conditions, giving up its pretenfions fo far as the 
public welfare might aliow, For we ought never to abufe the 

' gen- 
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enerofity and noble confidence even ofan enemy. Puffendorf 
thinks, that the treaty at the Caudine Forks contained nothing 
that was too fevere or infupportable. . That author, does ‘not 
feem to make any great matter of that fhame and ignominy that - 
was caft on the whole republic. He did not fee the full extent 
of the Roman policy, which would never permit them, in their 
greatett diftreffes, to accept a fhameful treaty, or even to make 
peacé as conquered: a fublime policy to witcs Rome owed all 


her grandeur. 


‘ Let us at length remark, that the inferior’ power having; 
without orders, and without authority, concluded an equitable 
and honourable treaty, to deliver the ftate from an imminent, 
danger; the fovereign who, on feeing himfelf thus delivered, 
fhould refufe to ratify the treaty, not becaufe he found it difad- 
vantageous, but only to fave himfelf from doing what is the 
price of his deliverance, would certainly act againft all the rules 
of honour and equity. This would be a cafe in which we might 


apply the maxim fummum jus, Jumma injuria. 


‘ To the example we have drawn from the Roman hiftory, 
let us add a fainous one taken from modern hiftory: the Swifs, 
diffatisfied with France, entered into an alliance with the Em- 
peror againft Louis XII. and in the year 1513, made an irrup-" 
tion into Burgundy. They laid fiege to Dijon. La Trimouille, 
who commanded in the place, fearing that he fhould be unable 
to fave it, treated with the Swifs; and, without waiting for a’ 
commiffion from the king, concluded an agreement, in virtue: 
of which the king of France was to renounce his pretenfions to 
the dutchy of Milan, and to pay the Swifs, at certain times, the. 
fum of: fix hundred thoufand crowns; while the Swifs, on their: 
fide, were only obliged to return home, and they were at liberty: 
to attack France again, if they thought proper. They re- 
ceived hoftages, and departed. The king was very much dif-. 
fatisfied with the treaty, though it had faved Dijon, and pre-' 
ferved the kingdom, which was in very great danger, and he 
refufed-to ratify it. It is certain, that La Trimouille had :exé, 
ceeded the power he received from his commiffion, efpecially in: 
promifitig that the king fhould renounce the dutchy of Milan. 
He probably only propofed to gct an enemy ata diltance,, that 
was morga@efily furprifed into a negotiation, than conquered by: 
force o . Louis was not obliged to ratify and’ execute a. 
tréaty ‘concluded without. orders, and without powers; and if 
the Swifs were deceived, they ought to blame their own impru-. 
dence. But as it manifefily appeared, that La Trimoville .did 
not behave towards them with fidelity, fince he had deceived 
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them on the fubje&t of the hoftages, giving them, in that qua. 
lity, men of the meaneft rank, inftead of. four of the moft dif 
tinguifhed citizens, whom he had promifed: the Swifs had there: 
fore juft reafon not to conclude a peace, at leait, as no recom- 

nce was made for this perfidy, either by delivering up him 
who was the author of it, or in any other manner.’ 


i Thus we fee, if we have ftrained the laws of nations in the 
late treaty, yet, of all people, the French have the leaft right to 
complain of the injuftice, as it was a conduct which they had 


beforg given fan@ion to by their own examples. 


The third book treats of duties which nations are obliged to 
obferve in war. We fhall, in fuch a number of juft obferva- 
tions, only felect fuch as may feem to have an eye to the prefent 
pofture of affairs. Thus the miferable fituation of the Dutch, 
‘in not performing their engagements, is defcribed, and their in- 
fidelity in fome meafure palliated. 

* A nation making war, or preparing to make it, often pro- . 
pofes a treaty of neutrality to that ftate which it moit fufpeés. 
It is prudent to know in time what is to be expected, and not 
run the rifque of a neighbour’s fuddenly joining with the ene- 
my, in the heat of the war. In every cafe, where neutrality is 
allowable, it is alfo lawful to engagé in a treaty of this nature. 


* Sometimes neceflity renders this juftifiable, however it may 
be the duty of all nations to aflift oppreffed innocence. If an 
unjuft conqueror, ready to fall.on the property of another, 
offers me a rieutrality when he is able to crufh me, what can] 
do better than to accépt it? I yield to neceflity ; and my in- 
ability difcharges me from a natural obligation. The fame in- 
ability would even excufe me from a perfect obligation con- 
tracted by an alliance. The enemy of my ally threatens me 
with a vaft fuperiority of force; my fate is in his hand: he re- 
quires me to give up the liberty of furnifhing any force againft 
him. Neceflity and the care of my fafety frees me from my 
engagements. ‘Thus it was that Lewis XIV. compelled, Vidor 
Amadeus duke of Savoy to quit the part of the allies. But 
then the neceflity muit be very urgent. It is only poltroons or 
the perfidious who avail themfelves of the leaft fear to break, 
their promifes, and be wanting in their duty. In the late war, 
the king of Poland, elector of Saxony, and the king of Sardinia,, 
firmly held out againft the misfortunes of events, and, to their, 
great honour, could not be brought to treat feparate from their, 
allies.’ 

Efe next difcuffes a topic which is ftill in agitation amongft 


us, namely, whether neutral nations have a right to carry om 
ah trade 
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‘¢rade with our enemies. ‘ It is certain, fays he, that as they 
have no part in my quarrel, they are under no obligation to 
abandon their trade, that they may avoid furnifhing my enemy 
with the means of making war. .Should:they refufe not to fell 
me any of thefe articles by taking meafares:for tranfporti 
great quantities of them. to my enemy, with:a manifeft intention 
of favouring him; fuch a partiality would exclude theni* from 
the neutrality they enjoyed. But if they only continue their 
cultomary trade, they do not thereby declare themfelves againit 
amy intereft ; they only exercife a right which they, are,under no 
obligation of facrificing to me. 


« On the other hand, whenever I am at war with a nation, 
both my fafety and welfare prompt me’ to deprive it, as far as 
poffible, of every thing which may enable’ it’ to refift or hurt 
me. Here the law of neceflity fhews its force.’ If this law war- 
rants me, on occafion, to feize what belongs to another, fhall 
it not likewife warrant me to’ ftop evéry thing relative to war, 
which neutral nations are carrying to my enemies. Even if‘I 
fhould, by taking fuch meafures, render all thefe neutral ‘nations 
my enemies, | had better run the hazard than fuffer him who 
is actually at war with me, to be thus freely fupplied to the great 
increafe of his power. It is therefore very proper, and very 
fuitable to the law of nations, which difapproves of multiplying 
the caufes of war, not to confider thofe feizures of the goods of 
neutral nations as aéts of hoftility. 


‘ When I have notified to them my declaration of war againft 
fuch or fuch a people, if they will afterwards run the rifque of 
fupplying them with things relative to.war, let them not com- 
plain if their goods fail into my hands; for I do not declare war 


againft them becaufe they attempted to carry fuch goods. They: 


fuffer indeed by a war, in which they have no concern; but it 
_ is accidentally. Ido not oppofe their right; I only make nfe 
of my own; and if our rights clafh with, and reciprocally, in- 
jure each other, it flows from the effe& of an ‘inevitablé necef- 
fity. This is a collifion, which happens every day in war. 
When purfuant to my rights I exhauit a country, from whence 
you drew your fubfiftence; when I befiege a city with which 
you carried’ on a ‘large ‘trade; I-doubtlefS itjutée you, I‘caufe 
loffes and inconveniences ; but it is without any defign of ‘hiirt- 
ing you.. I only make ufe of my rights, and confequently do. 
you no injuitice.’ . : ‘we 


As we have already obferved, this author may be confidered 
as an impartial arbitrator jn the prefent: difpute,;; and confe- 
guently his devifions in our favour fhould weigh more in the eye 
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of réafon and moderation, than all the -manifeftoes, -declara- 
tions, and complaints, that have been publithed with fo. much 
clamour both on the one fide and the other. 


| \$ Effedts belonging ito. an enemy, proceeds our author, found 
on board a neutral fhip,;are feizable bythe rights of war; but 
.by the law of mature the matter is to be paid his freight, and 
not to fuffer ‘by the feizure.’ . 


With regard to the prefent fcene of horror praétifed in Ame- 

rica, in our wars with the favages, the author delivers his cpi- 
‘nion of the fubject’ as follows.” * There is, however, one cafe 
where life may be denied an enemy who furrenders, and alfo ca- 
pitulation refufed toa place. This is when the enemy has been 
guilty of fome enormous breach of. the law of nations, and par- 
ticularly if it be at. the fame time a violation of the laws of war. 
This denial of quarter is no natural confequence of the war, 
but the punifhment of his crime ; a punifhment which the in- 
jured party has a right to infli&: but for this penalty to be juft, 
it muft fall on.the guilty. When the.war is with a favage na- 
“tion,..which obferves no rules, and never gives quarter, it may 
be chaftifed in the perfons of any feized or taken, they are 
among the guilty, that by this rigour they may be brought to 
conform to. the laws of humanity. But wherever feverity is not 
abfolutely neceffary, clemency is to be ufed. Corinth was ut- 
terly deft oyed for having violated the law of nations towards 
the Roman embafladors. However, that feverity has been cen- 
fured by Cicero, and other great men. . He who has even the 
moft juft caufe to punifh a fovereign as his enemy, will always 
incur'the reproach of cruelty, fhould he caufe the punifhment 
‘to fall on the innocent people. There are other methods of 
-chaftifing the fovereign: as the depriving him of fome of his 
‘rights, taking from him towns, and provinces. ‘The evil which 
the whole nation fuffers then, is a participation inevitable to the 
members of a political fociety.’ 


The fourth and lait book treats of the reftoration of peace, 
and of embailies, And this book is, perhaps, the moft accurate 
‘and judicious treatife upon the fubje& that has hitherto ap- 
‘peared; but we are obliged, for want of room, to omit fuch 
quotations from it as would give the reader a proper idca.of its 
excellence. 


For the honour of Europe and our-own times, however, the 
laws of nations are better obferved, both with regard’ to peace 
and war, than formerly. We could therefore have wished, that 
this fitve writer had illuftrated his treatife with an Aifory of the 

~law of nations: this would have made not only an initrudiive, 
SFP Dias bia gs } but 
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but entertaining part‘of the performance, ‘Of this law he*con- » 
fefles the ancients had but a very faint idea: we fhould: thénii 
have been glad to have known when it had its‘firft rife in Bi i 
rope; for it can fcarcely be faid to -exift elfewheres> !Dhis.exs': 
cellent law had moit probably its’ original about the time of: 
Charlemagne: for before his time the nations of Europe weres 
little civilized, and obferved few treaties amongft each other. 
It is at this memorable period John Dumont begins his body:of: 
this law, confifting of feventeen volumes in folio, and com- 
prifing all the treaties of alliance, peace, navigatjon, and com. 
merce fince the times of Charlemagne. Others, however, fix, 
the origin of this law to a later peiiod;,.and. obferve, that all: 
knowledge of this fcience before the. times of Maximilian I. 
rather matter of curiofity than inftrudion. However, cork 
it is, that every title of honour, and probably of privileges re- 
fulting from thofe titles, were {pread ov er Europe, and acknow- 
ledged by the mutual Ach ry of nations, much earlier. ~ In* 
Italy, Spain, Sicily; Hungary, Germany, Poland, Sweden, Des- 
mark, and England,’ the‘name of Roman:Emperor was; held in! 
reverence and efteem, even though the nations: were indepep-, 
dent of his power. . Dukes, earls, conttables,: marfhals, fenef-, 
chals, admirals, parliaments, ftates, diets, councils, _chambers, 
are names Common to every part of Europe, and of great anti- 
quity, proving that nations cultivated a greater degree of 
friendfhip than hiftorians’are pleafed to admit. 


Nothing but the peculiar merit of this treatife could have in- 
duced us to this prolix account, which muft {till neceffarily be’ 
imperfeét, as it attempts to epitomize a performance where’ 
not a fingle paragraphis redundant. As to the tranflator’s part,’ 
he has generally performed it with proper: regard. to the fenfe’ 
of his author. There are, however, fome inaccuracies; but 
thefe flips in a long work are unavoidable. The errors of the 
prefs are, however, far more frequent. 





Art. Il. The Life of Erafmus. Vol. I. 410, Pr. 19s. , frat. 
Whifton and White. 
AVING in a former Number given a fpecimen of the 
firft volume of this work, we owe to the public an account 
of the fecond, which is juft come from the prefs, and com+ 
pletes the execution of Dr. Jortin’s.plan. , 5 
However interefting the particulars of Erafmus’s life are to. 
fuch as want to be acquainted.with.the hiftory of .his times, by 
H 3 ’ 
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of the reformation, they would be of lefs real ufe to pofterity, 
if, the works of that great man did not, in fome meafure, daily 
revive his memory with thofe that read, and endeavour to imitate 
them. Circumftances vary, and fooner or later are carried 
away by thie ftream of time; tafte, learning, and moderation, 
are immortal, and muit make the writings of Erafmus, and we 
may add, the obfervations of his biographer Dr. Jortin, a pat- 
tern to pofterity, as they will ever be an ornament to their age. 


The volume now before us will be atceptable, both to them 
that have, and to them that have not,’ the Leyden edition of 
Erafmus’s works. (The former will hére find confiderable fup- 
plements, and ufeful illuffrations, to a colle&ion worthy of a 
place in all great libraries: the latter will, at leaft, have the be- 
nefit of fupplying themfelves with very curious accounts of thefe 
works, and be furnifhed with fpecimens of the manner of think- 
ing and writing of this great teacher of mankind. 


But the very circumftance that conftitutes the utility of this 
book, renders a copious extra&t next to impoffible. We fhal] 
therefore content ourfelves with giving a general idea of the 
whole, and tranfcribing a few felect paflages. 


“This work is divided into two books: the firft entitled, R-- 
‘marks on the Works of Era/mus, contains the judgment which 
learned men have paffed upon them, . the principal obfervations 
made by feveral celebrated authors upon the different writings 
of this great man, and, laftly, a fhort.analyfis of thofe writings, 
together with various notes and emendations of our learned edi- 
tor. The fecond, intitled ppendix, contains feveral pieces, 
which either had not appeared in his writings, or may be of ufe 
to thofe who have read the firit volume of Dr. Jortin’s work. 


_ We fee with pleafure, by reading what learned men of diffe- 
rent nafions, and at different periods, have faid of Erafmus,' 
that, excepting fome few pedants or bigots, they have all agreed 
to {peak of him with great applaufe. Thuan s, Huetius, Co- 
lomefius, Du Pin, among the Romaniits ; Camerarius, bifhop 
Jewell, Epifcopius, Voflius,' Seckendorf, Le Clerc, and many 
others among the Proteftants, give him much the fame cha- 
rafter, and rarely mingle cenfure with their encomiums. 

Vidit boc, qui nihil prope non vidit &rafmus, fays Grotius. . Thefe 
few words, from fo great a man, are equal to a compleat pa- 
negyric. 


Scaliger, indeed, Paulus Jovius, P. Manucius, and Muretus, 
great fticklers for the Ciceronian fe&, which was’ fo effe€tually 
ridiculed by Erafmus, and-the cardinals Du Perron and Bellar- 
mins 
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‘min, Canifius, Father Simon, the diaators of the. council] ef 
Trent, the inquifitors, and a fwarm of petty writers and 
monks, have been lefs favourable. to his ftile and to -his faith. 

But our learned editor vindicates his memory by expofing the 
principles and motives of his opponents, from authentic telti- 
moniés ; and thereby the reader is prefented with many. hifto- 
rical particulars, which do honour to the extenfive erudition of 
our author, and entertained with fuch lively ftrokes as fhow at 
once the readinefs-of his pen and the goodnefs of his heart. 


Thus, under the. article of Perron, he gives his readers a col- 
le&tion of extracts from different writers, containing an account, 
favourable and unfavourable, of a man who made a figure, and 
no {mall noife in the-world ; and who di/puted againft the Protef- 
tants, in all probability with more vebemence than fincerity, as with 
more effrontery than erudition. 


The firft part of this colleétion may fuffice by way of fpeci- 
men. ‘ The firft Catholic who wrote in French upon matters of 
religion, was cardinal Perron. Before him it was fo appropri- 
ated to Huguenots, that it was efteemed a characteriftic of he- 
refy. Du Perron had made himfelf a fort of colonel-general of 
literature ; and when any one wanted to pafs for a {cholar, he 
got himfelf prefented to the cardinal, who, on fuch occafions, 
never failed to afk the candidate, Have you read the author, or 
the French author ? and this author, by way of eminence, was 
Rabelais. 


‘Du Perron, in point of virtue and religion, was efteemed 
neither amongft the Huguenots nor amongit the Catholics. 
His French poems are execrable. He had a cheap victory over 
poor Du Pleffis Mornay, who had not read the authors that he 
had cited, and had trufted to colle&tions, whith others had made 
and put into his hands. Du Pleffis was condemned too haftily 
on fome points; as, for inftance, on Durandus, who, as well as 
the author of the epiftle to Czfarius, was certainly againft 
tranfubftantiation, &c. 


‘ Du Perron was much in the wrong to collect together, and 
prefent to view all the paflages which the Proteftants have ex- 
tracted from the ten volumes of St. Auguftine; for as he fome- 
times gives poor anfwers, it hath a bad effet. Guy Patin fays, 
that he died of a foul difeafe : that is not true; he died of the 
ftone, for which he would not be cut. He was known at court 
even in the time of Henry III. but made no figure there. The 
fair Gabrielle, the miftrefs of Henry IV. brought him into the 
king’s favour. He was a man determined to make his fortune 
at any rate, and had nothing elfe in view andat heart. He was 
H 4 a 
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a Thrafo, who had more fhew than learning, and a better coure 
tier than a divine. — 


‘ He is not the only ecclefiaftic who hath made-his fortune by 
‘that polite method. It is faid, in a French relation of Mufcovy, 
that, in the laft century, a man was created patriarch of that 
nation, becaufe he had the fineft beard of any of his country- 
men. Patriarchal beards, like comets, have only blazed now and 
‘then, whilft the Gadrielles have had a much greater fhare in fur- 
nifhing the church with luminaries.’ 


Dr. Jortin chiefly enlarges upon the extraéts, which the fa- 
mous le Clerc has given of the various writings of Erafmus, 
from the laft edition which was drawn up under his own infpec- 
tion, and, after preferving the moft material pieces, he runs over 
‘the different volumes of this edition, tranfcribes the learned 
prefaces of the editor, fele&s feveral paflages out of the princi- 
pal works, and frequently adds notes and remarks of his own. 


Thus, in {peaking of Erafmus’s dialogue on the pronuncia- 
tion of the Latin and Greek tongues, he gives the following ac- 
count of the controverfy raifed on that fubjeé. 


‘ When Conftantineple was taken by the Turks, in the mid- 
die of the fifteenth century, the learned Greeks, who fled to 
Italy, introduced both the fludy of the Greek tongue, and their 
own manner of pronouncing it. 


A 


« But fome critics, as Aldus Manutius, Erafmus, Cheke, &c. 
fufpef&ted that thefe Greeks had loft the true and original pro- 
nunciation. They propofed a different way of reading Greek, 
and foon made many converts to their opinion. 


« J. R. Wetfiein publithed a colle&tion of orations, or differ- 
tations, againit thefe critics, and in defence of the pronuncia- 
tion of the modern Greeks ; in which he hath pleaded his caufe 
fo well, that he will at leaft lead a candid examiner into a ftate 
of fufpenfe, and make him pronounce a aon /iquet, 


‘ The Greeks above-mentioned founded 1%, v, &, of, and wu, 
like iota ; a: like e; the v in av and ev like the Latin v confonant, 
that is, alittle like f, org. They alfo founded ¢ like the v con- 
fonart ; and y before y, x, & x, like». 


‘ They pronounced thes, not broad, as we Englifh do in 
templi ; but fofter, aswe do in templis, &c. 


* It is evident that, upon this fyftem, there is in the Greek 
language a perpetual Iotacifinus, together with many ufelefs 
vowels and diphthongs (ufelefs as to pronunciation)which might 
as juftly have brought an adion of trefpafs againft Jota, as Sigma 
once did again Tau,’ ‘ Again, 
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Again, in the article of the Ciceronianus, he tranfcribes the 
following paflage, which he judicioufly correéts : 


‘ Fefus Chriffus, Verbum et Filius zterni Patris, juxta pto- 
phetias venit in mundum, ac factus homo, {ponte fe in mortem 
tradidit, ac redemit Ecclefiam faam, offenfique Patris iram aver- 
tit a nobis, eique nos reconciliavit, ut per gratiam fidei juftifi- 
cati, et a tyrannide liberati, inferamur Ecclefiz, et in Ecclefiz 
communione perfeverantes, poft hanc vitam confequamur reg- 
num celorum. , 


¢ $o all the editions which I have feen : but it fhould certainly 
be —a Diaboli tyrannide Liberati. Erafmus thus humouroufly 
turns this Chriffian Jentence into Ciceronian Latin. 


¢ Optimi Maximique Jovis interpres ac filius, fervator, Rex, juxta 
vatum refponfa, ex Olympo devolavit in terras, et, hominis af- 
fumta figura, fefe pro falute Reipublicz fponte devovit Diis Ma- 
nibus, atque ita concionem, five ‘civitatem, five rempublicam 
fuam afferuit in libertatem, ac Jovis Optimi Maximi vibratum 
in noftra capita fulmen reftinxit, nofque cum illo redegit in gra- 
tiam, ut perfuafionis munificentia ad innocentiam reparati, et a 
Sycopbante dominatu manumifli, cooptemur in civitatem, et in 
Reipublicz focietate perfeverantes, quum fata nos evocarint ex 
hac vita, in Deorum immortalium ceonfortio rerum fumma po- 
tiamur.’ 


Though Erafmus’s character as a poet does not ftand very 
high, yet the following ftanza’s of his hymn to the holy angels 
may claim an exception. At leaft the editor, on whofe judg- 
ment we would chufe to rely, introduces them in this manner : 


‘ Ambitu quem triplici triformem 
Dextera levaque frequentiores 
Cingitis, quam noéte filente plenam 
Sidera Lunam. 
Read, 


Ambitu quem vos triplici triformem, &c. 


What follows, concerning Satan and the fallen angels, is very 
prettily imagined and expreffed, and truly poetical. 


Invidet veltre Mifer ille forti, 

Eminus fedes quoties ademtas 

Sufpicit frendens, et inaufpicati 
Pcenitet aufus. 


Vefpero quondam fimilis rubenti, 
Inter zternos rutilabat ignes, 
At fimul Regis diadema miles 


Ambit audax, 
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-Jam_ pares volvens animo cathedras, 
Flammeo telo, grege cum fequaci 


Iéus, ejetufque, rudem ruina 
Terruit orbem. 


Excipit partim cava Styx ruentes, 
Abditur lucis bona pars opacis, 


Curfitat magnum per inane multo 
Plurima turba ; 





Denfior quam Cecropiis in hortis, 
Tinnulos zris crepitus fecuta, 


Evolant examina, quamque ccelo 
Decidit imber.’ 


Dr. Jortin. gives a full account of Erafmus’s New Teftament, 
and. of its five different editions, chiefly out of Wetftein’s fa- 
mous edition. He likewife extraéts fome of Erafmus’s notes, 
and adds fome of his own. ‘The reader will not be difpleafed 
with the following {pecimens = 

‘ Galatians, ver. 12. 

‘ Inftead of. making remarks on Erafmus and other commen- 
tators, I fhall only obferve, in three words, that amdxe}orles may 
be taken in the reciprocal fenfe: Utinam fe etiam abfciderent.— 
I with thefe circumcifers would alfo cut them/elves quite off from 
your communion, and leave the Chriftian church, where they 
do more harm than good to themfelves and to others, 

‘1 Tim. ii. 16. 

€ Mihi fubolet Deum addictum fuiffe vaiaioe hzreticos Aria- 
nos, &c. 

¢ The true reading feems to be pus%por. “O spareesln, &e. Id 
quod. That which was manifefed, &c. | 

-© 1 Fobn ver. 7. 

‘This text of the three wstnefis in heaven, was omitted by 
Erafmus in his firft and fecond edition ; but inferted afterwards, 
upon the authority of one MS. which is called by him Codex 
Britannicus. But Erafmus fufpeéted that this MS. had been | 
accommodated by the tranfcriber to the Latin verfion. 


* This Codex Britannicus (which is the Codex Montfortii, and 
the manufcript of Dublin) hath the paffage, in the following man- 
ner, as ] have tranfcribed it from a manufcript letter of John 
Yceard, Dean of Killala, &c.’ 


Then comes the paflage, which hath the accents, and which 
abounds with abbreviations. ° 


‘ Concerning this contefted paflage, fee Erafmus and Wet- 


ftein on the place, and Wetft. Prolegom. p. 52. 182. T. Emlyn’s 
works, 
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works, vol. II. two letters of Sir I. Newton, printed in 1754. 


Le Clere’s Bibl. A. and’ M. xviii. ps 404, and Mr. ‘de Miffy’s 
Remarks in Dr. Maty’s Journal, tom. viii.’ 194. ix. 66. xv. 1482 


« Simon in his Differt. Crit. fur les MSS. du N. ‘T. hath 
confuted the filly arguments of Arnauld in defence.of this text, 
This Arnauld had the good luck to be cried up by a party, and 
to be efteemed far beyond his lite: ary merits, as it is ufual on 
fuch occafions. , 

¢ Mattaire in his Annal, Typ. hath alfo defended this text; 
but he fays nothing that deferves the leait notice and regard. 


‘ Longerue compofed a differtation to thew that this paflage 
is {purious; whether he publilhed it, 1 know not.’ 


The Appendix is introduced by the following advertifement 
of our judicious editor : * It is a common thing for writers of 
hiftory to give an appendix, at the end of the work, contain- 
ing original records, letters, inftruétions, memorials, vouchers, 
and fo forth. If I may judge of others from myfelf; thefe col- 
le€tions are often paffed over in a curfory manner by the readers 
and his attention is only fixed here and there upon fome extra&t, 
which hath a promifing afpec&t. And yet candid and reafonable 
judges will not haftily condemn an author for having given them 
fuch compilations: they know that in curious and critical dif, 
quifitions, thofe records may be very ufeful or abfolutely necef- 
fary to be confulted. 


‘ The following extraéts, if I miftake not, are much better 
adapted to the general tafte of the learned, than moft of the 
above-mentioned appendages. 


‘ In the firft place, thefe pieces are, for the moft part, com- 
pofed by. Erafmus; they are alfo ufually upon interefting or en- 
tertaining fubje&ts; and they tend to illaftrate the life of Eraf- 
mus ; for which reafon the reader is here defired, when he takes 
this appendix in hand, to have the firft volume by him, and to 
confult the pafflages to which references are made. : 


‘ Some of thefe pieces are indeed to be found in the editions 
of Leyden, or of Bafil; and therefore it may be thought need-~ 
lefs, in the opinion of certain perfons, to reprint them. Bug 
how many men of letters haye thofe editions by them to con- 
fult ? Perhaps not.one in five hundred. 


‘ Another defign in this appendix, is to give a fupplement to 
the edition of Leyden, containing fuch fmailler tras, prefaces, 
and dedications of Erafmus, and fuch letters of him and his cor- 
refpondents, as are not in that edition,’ 


2 : Of 
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__ Of the’ fixty-four articles contained. in this appendix, -¢igh. 
teen only are to be found in the edition of Leyden. Motft of the 
others are taken from original editions of Erafmus’s tranflations, 
or feparate treatifes, and have, I do not know why, been omit. 
ted in the editions of Bafil and of Leyden. Some are extratted 
from manufcripts, and from printed collections of letters, jour- 
nals, and other works publifhed in Germany, and little known 
elfewhere. 3 


It would be an unpardonable omiffion not to take notice in 
this place, that Dr. Jortin deferves by all means a higher title 
than that of a mere compiler. At the fame time that he ex- 
aétly tranfcribes the pieces which he colleéts, he is at the trouble 
of comparing the feveral copies together, and extraéts from 
each the beft readings ; he corrects not only evident blunders, 
which the negligence of former tranfcribers had overlooked, 
but alfo applies his critical fkill to the reftoring of feveral paf- 
fages to good fenfe, and to their real meaning. 


-" ‘We fhall now tranfcribe two or thtee of the thorteft pieces, 
with the remarks of Dr. Jortin. The firft is an Englihh letter 
of Pace to Wolfey, taken from an original in the Britifh Ma- 
feum. ; é 

«Pleas itt your grace. I advertife the fameas of myfelfe, that 
we be nowe troblydde here wyth fere of the greate plage: for 
the yonge lorde Graye is thys nyght paft deade of that fykneffe, 
and an Almayne fervante to the kynge dyede affore him off the 
fame, and fome othre be diffeafydde here in lyke manner-as it 
is.thoght. Deus bee vortat. Here atrivydde thys daye a Spa- 
nifhe frere, namydde by his cumpany a fainte: allegynge that 
in the Jate great tempefte in the fee, he by hys prayers fchewede 
miracles, and caufydde the fayde tempeit to ceafe: ip/o calo id 
proteftante, dimiffis in navim magnis luminaribus. 'The fayde frere 
defyrydde to have wyth the kynge fecrete communication, and 
hadde by the fpace of ooy ¢ houre: but of what matiers 1 know 
nott. Albeitt thys I knowe, that the kynge eftemyth hym more 
a frere than a faynte. He haith profeffydde the ordre off S. 
Hierome many yers ; and yitt haith no maner of lernynge. Ju- 
daciam enim habet plufguam Hy/panicam. ‘The kynge is pafie tyme 
nowe is allin hawkynge. And thus Jefu preferve your grace in 
longe helth and continuall profperitie. Ffrom Wyndefore this 
xv off O&o. By your graces moit humble and faythful fervant 

: Ri. Pace.” 


. The famous epiftle of Erafmus to Pace is here reprinted, and 
we think happily reftored to the original reading. 





t Perhaps one. 


‘6 Erafmus 
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* Erafmus Richardo Paceo falutem. enenant 


«4 Utinam:huic fabule, quam nobis parum aufpicato exor- - 
fus eft Lutherus, Déus aliquis ax) unyarns felicem imponat fi- 
nem.  Dedit-ipfe telum hoitibis fuis, quo confoderetur ; atque’ 
ita rem geffit quafi fervari nollet, frequenter et meis literis, et 
amicorum vocibus admonitas, ut ftyli mucrorum temperaret. 
Tanta eft enim in eo acerbitas, ut etiamfi omnia effent veriflima, 
qua fcripfit, tamen res rion potuerit habere felicem exitum. At 
vereor ne Jacobitz ‘et Theologi quidam parum moderate fint’ 
ufuri vi€toria fua : prxfertim Lovanienfes, quos habet privatum 
quoddam in me:odium, et naéti funt ad eam rem organum lon- 
ge accommodatiffiimum Hieronymum Aleandrum. Is fatis in- 
fanit fuapte “natara, etiamfi nullus inftiget; nune habet infti- 
gatores, qui poffint etiam moderatiffimum-ingenium ad infa- 
niam adigere. ‘Provolant’ undique libelli virulentiffimi ; hos 
omnes mihi tribuit Aleander,. cum ego multos nefcirem natos, 
priufquam ex illo cognofcerem. Agnovit Lutherus fuos libros 
apud Czefarem, et tamen ex his mihi > tribuit Captivitatem Ba- 
bylonicam. Ome foecundum, qui tot libellis fcribendis fufh- 
cerem, cum interim difficillimo labore ¢ reconcinnem Novum 
Teftamentum, ° caftigem Auguftini libros, preter alias ftudii 
portiones. Difpeream fi in omnibus Lutheri libris eft‘ unica 
fyllaba mea, aut fi ullus maledicus liber me au@ore prodiit. 
Imo deterreo fedulo. Nunc hoc agunt, ut doceant Lutherum 
quedam haufiffe ex meis libris, quafi non plura hauferit ex 
Epiftolis Paulinis. Nunc demum fentio hoc fuiffe confilium 
Germanorum, ut me volentem nolentem pertraherent in Lu- 
theri negotium. Inconfultum mehercle confilium. Qua re 
me potius alienaffent?. Aut quid ego potuiffem opitulari Lu- 
thero, fi me periculi comitem feciffem, nifi ut pro uno peri: 
tent duo? Quo fpiritu ille ‘fcripferit non queo fatis demira- 
ri, certe bonarum literarum cultores ingenti gravavit invidia. 
Multa quidem preclare et docuit et monuit. Atque utinam 
fua bona malis intolerabilibus non vitiaffet. Quod ‘fi omnia 
pie fcripfiffet, non ‘tamen erat animus ob veritatem capite 
pericliteri. Non omnes ad martyrium fatis habent’ roboris; 





‘ # This letter is amongft the epiftles of Erafmus, with va- 
rious readings at theend. Ep. 533. Ihave tranfcribed it from 
the origizalin the Britifh Mufeum. 

‘ > Tribuit nempe Aleander. 





« © Foecundum, as conjecture, for it is blindly written. : 
Reconcinnem, OF reconcinnar em, for | know not which it is. 
«"¢ OF cafigem, there is nothing left but ca/ig. 
‘ § Una, or unica, | know not which. 


cd 


vereor 
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vereor autem, né fi quid inciderit tumultus, Pefrum fim i imita, 
turus, Pontifices ac Czfares bene, decernentes fequor, quiod 
pium elt ; male © itatuentes fero, quod tutum eft. Id opinor 
etiam bonis viris licere, fi nulla fit fpes profe€tus. Ac rurfus 
Libellum de Julio mihi impingunt; adeo nihil relinquunt inten- 
tatum, quo ledant non tam me quam. bona ftudia, que nollent 
ifti fic efforefcere. Sed de me viderit Chriftus, cui femper mez 
fervierunt literula. Pofteaquam Lutherus abiit in favillas, ® un. 
dique Jaudem fibi vindieant Predicatores ac Theologi quidam 
non admodum finceri. Videndum, eft cordatis Principibus, ne 
jus laxetur iftis feviendi in innoxios ac de Religione Chriftiana 
bene merentes; neve ita feramur odio’ in ea; que male {cripfit 
Lutherus, ute bene-dictis fructum amittamus. Ceztera cognoices 
e Mori literiss R.D. Cardinali, Patrono ac Domino meo in- 
comparibili, facies, quam potes,, commendatifimum. Bene 
vale, Pacee clariflime. Bruxellis, 3 Nonas Julias. Anno 1521. 
Erafinus tuus.” , 


This letter confirms a faying which is attributed to Erafmus, 
that the Lutherans were but bad performers of a good play. 
Lutheranos bonam comediam male ageret+. But it may well be 
quettioned; whether Erafmus’s cautious way of acting, or rather 
of not aéting, was more to the purpofe, or at leaft, upon the 
whole, of equal fervice to mankind. 


The Julius, which is mentioned in the preceding letter, and 
inferted amongit the pieces of this appendix, was a dialogue 
publifhed in 1517, againft the pope of that name. St. Peter 
is reprefented refufing the admiffioa into heaven, of which he 
has the keys, to that imperious pontiff, who, in a previous con- 
verfation with the celeftial door-keeper, expofes in the moft 
lively manner his own vices and pride. This little piece made 
a great noife upon its coming out, and was inferted in a very 
fcarce collection, intitled Pa/guillorum Tomi duo, Eleutheropoli, 

1544. It was reprinted at Oxford in 166g, and 1680, and the 
Englith editor prefixed toit a colloquy, wherein, from the con- 
formicy of ftile, he endeavoured to prove it written by Erafmus. 
Dr. Jortin having found a copy of the Pafquilli, as likewife the 
laft Oxford edition of the dialogue in the Britith mufeum, has 
béen at the trouble of tranfcribing this famous piece, which he 
thinks very elegant and ingenious, and {0 much in the manner and 
fiile of Erafmus, that he kxows of mo perfon in bis days, who can 





* 8 Statuentes, T think. 
© Libri ejus ex mandato Caroli V. Wormatii fuerant com- 
buiti. =" 
¢ + Uritifii Epit. Hitt. Baftl: 1577, p. 8p. 
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be Suppofed to have been both able and «will: ing to eurite it.» ‘He has 
colleéted feveral paflages from the writings of rafmus, and 
thofe of Iiis‘Friends; by which‘ it feems probable, that if that 
famous. tian did not write the whole dialogue, ' he had’ fome 
fhare in, and! pofiibly'the revifion of it. Our editor obferves, 
that in a'lettef°to ‘cardinal Campegius, wherein: Erafmus‘ does 
his beft to invalidate the charge of authorfhip, he’ yet’ does not 
pofitively. deny his having wrote, but fimp y his having‘ pub- 
lifhed it. | 


Notwithftanding the pains which Dr. Jortin has taken to col- 
le&t all the pieces of Frafmus, omitted in the Leyden edition, a 
few muft certainly have efcaped him, and prohably may. fome 
time or another furnifh him with materials for a fupplement. 
Thus, for inftance, the epiftle De laudibus Argentine, which Dr. 
Jortin quotes from the Annales Typographici, is only part of 
a letter of Erafmus to Wimphelingius, Maittaire injudicioufly 
curtailed this letter, and left out paflages, which may be reftored 
from a copy of Erafmus’s book, printed at Bafil in 1521. 


At the end of the appendix there is an ufeful index to the 
two volumes; and* fpecimens, in four copper-plates, of the 
hand-writing of fixteen eminent perfons contemporary with 
Erafmus, as alfo a print of the ring, and the feals of Erafinas. 





Arr. III. Ax Effay on the Autumnal Dyfentery. By a Phyfcian. 
8vo. Pr. 1s. 6d. Becket. 


T may poflibly prejudice a certain kind of readers againft 
this little performance, that the author’s very firft period is 
altogether unintelligible. Addrefling himfelf to Dr. Rutherford, 
his words are, ‘ The fuccefS I have had in treating the epidemic 
dyfentery, which prevailed in this city, and neighbourhood in 
the autumnal feafons of 1758 and 1759, I look upon as an ob+ 
ligation to communicate to the public what experience hath 
taught me, and what I conceive may be for their benefit.on that 
fubject.’ This, however, is but a flip of the pen, which every 
perfon of candour will readily excufe. We’ could with:it -were 
as eafy to apologize for that hard phrafeology, and fondnefs fos 
new and difficult words, ‘which our author feems to think i mn 
parts a claffical air to his performance. For inftance, glarey 
puff, effete, obtemporate, redargue, Endbeniga, obfcure pulfe, renifus, 
exacerbation, ‘recovering, and uniting with’ a7 ; acid, &@2 &@, are 
words and phrafes that ‘might as well’ he omitted for others triore 
familiar. ‘They ferve only to create fufpicion, that an author is 


cloaking ignorance with affectation. . ‘T echnical terms are,- in- 
deed, 


a 
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deed, often unavoidable without a periphrafis ; but unneceffa. 
rily ufed, they are always difgufting. 


Abftraéting from thefe little blemifhes, and.a ftspng paffion 
for running into theory, not fufficiently confirmedsby obferva- 
tion and experience, there appears a confiderable fhare of medij- 

cal knowledge and fagacity in this performance. ; , Dr. Wilfon 
has very clearly laid down. the procatartic or- predifpofing caufes 
of the autumnal dyfentery, which he.judicioufly diftinguihes i in 
the fymptoms and indications of cure, from the fame difeafe at 
other feafons of the year. He rejects the vulgar notion, ‘that 
dyfenteries are produced by the abufe of fummer and autumnal 
fruits, or by crude chyle generated from the exceffive ufe of fla- 
tulent roots.’ ‘In fa&, (fays he) almoft all vegetable food, as 
it is afcefcent, rather repels than promotes any diforder which 
tends to putrefcency. An abufe of lufcious fweet fruits may 
fometimes prove the proper caufe of a diarrhea, but fcarcely of 
a dyfentery, otherwife than as a diarrhea may be the immediate 
occafion of exciting a latent predifpofition to the dyfentery. A 
furfeit of very fharp or very cold fruits will immediately produce 
a very dangerous cholic or iliac paffion; their coldnefs imme- 
diately fhutting the orifices of the veffels, both imbibing and 
excretory, which opens into the ftomach and fmall guts; by 
which means the afcent of the chyle is ftopped, and the ulti- 
mate arterial veffels become firft obitruéted and then inflamed, | 
fo that the chyle can neither recover its paffage, nor the excre- 
tories unload themfelves into the cavity. Here matters arife to 
a critical fituation all at once, and a decifion of the iffue in 
death or recovery frequently depends on a few hours: but we. 
have no evidence nor ground of prefumption, that cooling ve- 
getable juices, when taken into the blood, difpofe it to any kind 
of inflammation or febrile diforder.’ : 


The doétor is of opinion, that perfons who attribute the dy- 
fentery, or any other difeafe, to the nature of the feafon or 
weather, generally found their prefumption upon two miftakes, 
1ft, In imagining that any infeétious effluvia conveyed from the 
air into the blood, fhould difpofe it to this diforder. - 2dly, In 
apprehending, that difeafes imprefled by the air, are merely the 
effeét of the feafon in which they appear. ‘The following re- 
marks deferve ftric&t attention, as they lead to a precife idea of 
the caufe and nature of a dyfentery. 


‘Generally fpeaking (fays our author) the topical difeafes, 
which are moit epidemic in the fpring, are diferders or obitruc- 
tions of the breaft, and of thofe parts which are more, imme- 
diately conneéted with the organs of refpiration ; colds, coughs, 


pleurifies, peripneumonies, pleuro-peripneumonies, &c. whereas 
the 
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the topical difeafes i in autumn are generally thofe of the chylo- 
poetic vifcera, fuch as cholics, choleras, diarrhezas, dyfente- 


‘Ties, &c. 


‘ The fecond obfervation is, that all fpring difeafes are of an 
inflammatory nature, with a remarkably firm and fizy crafla- 
mentum of theblood: for this reafon, vernal difeafes bear large 
and reiterated evacuafious with advantage, for-moft part, both 
to the fpirits, and to the refolution of the difeafe.. On the con- 
trary, in autumnal difeafes, efpecially after very hot fummers, 
the texture of the red blood is more lax, and tending to diffo- 
lution: if any fizinefs appears in it at all, the pellicle is thin, 
of a dark blue, or appears here and there only in ftreaks upon 
the furface ; but as fréquently it exhibits no appearance of pel- 
licle at all, being florid and foft upon the furface, blackith be- 
low, and tending to diffolve at the bottom, like a fediment in 
ferum. Even the fevers which are not topical, and agues in the 
{pring, are attended with fizy blood; whereas thofe of autumn 
are much lefs, if at all fo; and both the fevers and agues of the 
latter feafon are tainted with akind of malignancy not to be 


obferved in fpring difeafes.’ 


Next he réafons upon the efféntial differences between vernal 
and autumnal epidemic difeafes. ‘ As to the former (fays he) 
in winter the fluids are,more condenfed; their heat is then pro- 
perly innate, preferved by, and proportioned to, the progreflive 
motion of the blood; the circulation is more vigorous ; ; the fo- 
lids are better braced; the pores of the fkin are more contraét- 
ed; and the perfpiration i is not fo large: in proportion to the 
decreafe of the.perfpiration, there is an encreafed fecretion by 
the urinary paffages and the veffels of the inteftines, the ftools 
are larger and more diffolved ; digeftion i is performed more cle+ 
verly, and frefh repairs of food are demanded in Jarger quantity; 
and by a more craving appetite. 


The reverfe of all this happens in fummer ; the fluids be- 
come more expanded and relaxed in their ftru€ture; they ac- 
quire an increafed degree of inteftine motion from the heat of 
the feafon ; their progreffive motion grows more fluggifh ; the 
pores, of the fkin are more relaxed and patulous, and the per- 
fpiration of courfe is greater; the folids are lefs vigorous and 
elaftic: the fecretions by the urinary paflages and prime viz 
are abated ; and the action of the inteftines upon their contents 


is more inert. 


« Nature habituating our bodies to thefe changes, it becomes 
a part of our conftitution to obtemporate them, 


Vou. X. Auguff 1760. I ‘ For 
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¢ For a further illaftration, I fhall take the liberty to divide’ 
the body into three furfaces, a’ diftin€tion ‘very ‘neceflary upon: 
this fubjeé&t, and abundantly natural and cbvious when it is 
made. Firft, the external furface of the fkin, which I have 
obferved undergoes very fenfible variations in relation to its per- 
fpiration ; fecondly, the furface of. the lungs, trachea, mouth 
and nofe, with the cavities belonging to it. -This furface is even 
fuperior in extent to the furface of the fkin : to it alfo the air 
has regular accefs by refpiration, and from it is conftantly ex- 
haled a large quantity of perfpirable efluvia. Thirdly, the fur- 
face of the inteftines, to which no air has accefs,. fave fo much 
as is carried down with the aliments. This furface alfo is plenti- 
fully irrigated with moifture from its excretories, which is all. 
difpofed of in diluting the chyle and its recrements, lubricating 
the furface of the canal thefe pafs along, or by reabforption into 
dmbibing venous capillaries. 


‘In the fpring, when all nature becomes more animated, our 
fluids grow more active, volatile, arid inflated in that degree 
which cherifhes the fpirits without relaxing the folids: the cir- 
culation alfo is increafed in its courfe towards the perfpiratory 
pores onthe furface of the body, and the lungs, with the other 
‘appendages of that continuation. 


‘ 'Tho’ this is the general tendency and effe& of the fpring 
Feafon, changing from cold to hot, yet both the fpring and au- 
tuma, being in a manner the crifes of ourextremes of cold and 
hot, they are frequently very turbulent and unequal, and have 
the extremes of both folftices many times in fuch immediate 
fucceffion, as expofes our bodies much to hurtful impreffions by 
fuch fudden changes. The weather then is often a fucceffive 
jumble of hot and cold, wet and dry, tempeft and calm. Thefe 
feaforis vibrate like the needle before it arrives at the fixing 
point, or like the fcales of a balance before they poize them- 
felves. However, it is to be obferved, that-each equinox par- 
takes predominantly of the folftice preceding it: it is on this: 
account, that our bodies are then fo fubjec&t te fudden obftruc- 
tions, and to epidemic diforders of courfe. 


‘ The two furfaces of the lungs and inteftines being to the fur> 
face of the fkin, in a manner like two feconds to a principal, 
affifting and relieving it, in accommodating i its perfpiration to 
the Ae ; whenever any fudden change gives a damp to the 
perfpiration, from our exterior furface in the fpring, the cur- 
rent is turned upon the other perfpiratory furface, aad the. re- 
nifus is immediately felt there. The fluids then encréafing in 
their mobility and difpofition, to exhale where they can efcape, 


dd not fo readily, upon a check of cutaneous perfpiration, oe 
ba 
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back upon that internal furface from which the air is excluded. 
And this encreafing heat and aétivity of the fluids in fpring, is 
the reafon why we feel cold more fenfibly then than in the 
rigour of winter. 


‘In autumn agdirt, as all the above circumftances are re- 
verfed, the blood beginning to retreat towards the internal fur- 
face and the kidneys, and its defecations encreafing by thefe ex- 
cretions, any obftruétion of perfpiration then recoils dite&ly 
upon the inteftines. ‘This idea of the origin and caufe of the 
feat of the dyfentery feems alfo to argue, I confefs, that, for 
the fame reafons, the kidneys and urinary paffages fhould be 
fubje& to autumnal obftruGions and inflammations; which yet 
I cannot take upon me to affert from fufficient obfervation.. I 
have, indeed, obferved of late, that feveral perfons fubject to 
gravelifh complaints had very fevere paroxifms of them in au- 
tumn ; as alfo that, when the dyfentery was epidemic, dyfurias, 
and fometimes total obftru€tions of urine, were to be met with, 
not only among patients ill of the dyfentery (which may be ex- 
plained by the affinity of the fphiné&ter of the bladder with the 
tetum) but in other febrile difordet's, and even as a difeafe by 
itfelf. ‘But the kidneys cannot fo readily be the feat of any epi- 
demic inflammation, if we confider they are not fo properly-a 
furface as the inteftines ; they are not fo lax in their texture and 
loofe in their fituation, but on the contrary much more com- 
pact and firmly placed ; neither have the fluids tn them fo thort 
a courfe to their excretories and returning veins as in the intef-, 
tines ; add to all this, that their excretories are proportionably 
much fewer than thofe of the inteftines ; all thefe circumftances 
are much in their favour, and wiftly eftablifhed by the author of 
our frame. Nor are there lefs obvious reafons, as has been 
already obferved, why the ftomach and fmall guts cannot fo rea- 
dily be the ordinary feat of this epidemic inflammation. In. 
fhort, providence feems wifely to have provided for the greater 
fafety of our frame, in.giving a degree of weaknefs to the lower 
inteftines, beyond any internal organ of excretion, for ad- 
mitting of that particular obftruction and inflammation which 
conftitutes this difeafe.’ 


After minutely defcribing the fymptoms and diagnoftics, he 
proceeds to the cure of the dyfentery, laying down the three fol, 
lowing general indications. ‘To allay the fever, and refolve the 
inflammation. To refift the tendency to putrefaction i in the 
fluids. ‘To fuppert and promote the periftaitic motion of the 
inteftines. To anfwer the firft intention, bleeding when the 
fever.is high, the pulfe full, the blood fizy, and the conftitu- 
tion good, is prefcribed, Diluting, incraflating, and mucila- 

la ginous 
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ginous drinks are recommended, to fheath the acrimony of th# 
fluids, and allay the febrile heats. Glyfters frequently repeat- 
ed, injected immediately after ftool, and in lefs quantity thai: 
ufual, are, with great propriety, prefcribed. Where any ten- 
dency to a mortification is apprehended, the doétor advifes the 
ufe of antifeptics, and particularly of ftrong camomile tea, of 
which he has experienced the happy effects. Shoulda mor- 
tification be dreaded from the putrefcent ftate of the inflamed 
part, or from a general tendency to folution in the humours, 
the warm antifeptics may be ufed to advantage ; but adminif- 
tring them when the mortification fupervenes from high and 
acute inflammations, as in cholics, pleurifies, and the iliac 
paffion, would be adding fuel to the fire. 


With: refpe& to the fecond indication of cure, that is an- 
fwered by. the antifeptics prefcribed,: and the attention paid to 
any appearance of mortification, whether topical,-or proceeding 
from a general folution of the humours. The following cafe 
points out the efficacy of the decoétion of bark : 


«In the month of September, a middle-aged, lufty, and tole- 
rably healthy woman, a widow, who had been for between two 
and three weeks very ill of the dyfentery, and not much purged 
by medicines during that ‘time, was feized with violent deep- 
feated tendinous-like pains in her feet and legs, particularly 
in one ef them, which was at the fame time cold and benumbed | 
to the touch. ‘The ufe of the Deco. Serpentar. compofit. . 
Pharm. Edinb. was immediately ordered internally, and ftrong 
aromatic embrocations were applied to her leg and foot ; how- 
ever, next day all her toes appeared gangrenous about the firft 
joints ;: the gangrene was alfo fpreading along the edge of her. 
foot below the fmall toe, and a broad. livid fpot appeared upon. 
the roof of her foot, at the end of the great toe: her dyfen- 
tery ftill continued violent. A deco&ion of the bark,, prepared 
as above,. was immediately ordered for her, which fhe continued 
to ufe for a long time; the gangrene was checked thereby, a 
flight inflammation appeared round the’ edges of the gangre- 
nous parts, the livid fpot on the roof of her foot changed firft 
into a bright red, and then gradually into the natural colour of 
the fkin. Her gripes and tenefmus gradually abated, and natu 
ral ftools returned, without the affiftance of any other purga= 
tives or antidyfenteric medicines, except the rhubarb contained 
in the decoftion of the bark. The mortified parts feparated in 
feveral places as deep as the bone, and in the iffue fhe happily 
recovered, tho’ flowly. It is worth nothing, that, notwith+ 


ftanding the low ftate to which fhe was reduced: before fhe beé 
| gan. 
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gan the ufe of the decoétion, yet, during the ufe of ‘it, fhe had 
‘feveral irregular appearances of the menfes.’ 


Refifting the tendency of the blood to folution is always in- 
dicated, when, perhaps, the bark is not abfolutely neceflary. 
Our author ftrongly recommends diaphoretics and fudorifics to 
anfwer this intention; particularly the Sp. Mindereri perfectly 
meutralifed, and.given in the evening'in draughts of two or three 
drachms. All aromatic and .ftimulating medicines: are likewife 
ufeful ; efpecially thofe the moft difficult to affimilate to the 
nature of the blood. With refpeét to promoting the periftaltic 
snotion of the inteftines, juftly elaffed’by our author among the 
indications of cure, this:is beft procured by gentle emetics and 
purgatives. A moderate dofe of rhubarb, with a few grains of 
calomel or: ipecacuana, ought to be daily exhibited. Gentle 
anodynes have been given with fuccefs ; but large dofes “always 
proved hurtful. 


We fhall clofe this article with ‘the following remark of our 
author’s, which may be of general ufe in the practice of phyfic ; 
namely, ‘ the certain effe€t which an anodyne has of converting 
ipecacuan. into a powerful diuretic ; fo that, by concealing a 
few grains of this root, or fome drops of its tinéture, in a bo- 
jus or draught, its effect that way may be depended upon. 
“Thus-ipecacuan. approaches neareft to a fpecific of any one me- 
dicine in this difeafe, for, having no tendency to heat the blood, 
or encreafe the fever unduly, by proper management it may be 
depended on as a fafe vomit, an eafy purgative, a powerful di- 
aphoretic, and a mild aftringent, or rather a bracer of the tone 
of the veffels. 


‘ Upon the whole, in ordinary eafes, nature is rationally 
and fuccefsfully feconded and fupported in vanquifhing this di- 
feafe bythe regular admiiniftration of gentle bracing emetics 
and purgatives by day, and of anodyne diaphoretics by night.’ 


We fhall beg leave to fubjoin a few remarks upon the whole 
performance.—Our author has accurately enumerated all the 
fymptoms of this difeafe; but he has not fufficiently diftin- 
guifhed and marked its exa& boundaries on the one fide from a 
(diarrhea, and on the other from a tenefmus, which Jaft indeed 
he makes a fymptom of the dyfentery. He feems deficient in 
afcertaining the. different. ftages of the difeafe, and the fymp- 
toms that fupervene in its progrefs. He allows lefs merit to 
that excellent medicine of Dr. Young’s, the vitrum antimo- 
nij ceratum, than from the beft authorities we think it des 
ferves. Laftly, methad is greatly wanting in this -eflay. The 
reader is often made acquainted with medicines before the 
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time for adminiftring them is prefcribed; much fuperfluous 
reafoning on their effeéts is introduced ; in a-word, an affeéta- 
tion of philofophifing has rendered the performance obicure, 
oftentatious, and prolix. 





Art. V. 4 Syflem of the Priniplecs vt the Laws of Scotland. By 
George Wallace, ddvocate. Vol. I. fol. Pr. 11. 5s. boards. Millar.. 


HE good fenfe and erudition of the author have rendered 
this performance more interefting, even to Englifh rea- 
ders, than may at firft beimagined. Method and precifion are, 
perhaps, more eflentially neceflary to the law than to any other 
branch of literature. The infinity of materials, and the vatft ex- 
tent of the profeffion, require the cleareft arrangement. Ideas 
muft follow each other in the molt regular fucceflion, to prevent 
the whole from becoming a mere chaos of. undigefted lumber. 
It is the happy difpofition and plan of the work before us, that 
we ventute torecommend; to pafs judgment on the execution, 
would be affuming to ourfelves more univerfal knowledge than 
‘we aCtually poffefs. After fpecifying the circumftances that ef- 
fentially diftinguifh the Englifh from the Scotch law, the judi- 
cious author proceeds to give the following account of the man- 
ner in which he propofes to treat of the latter. 


‘The law of Scotland (fays he) muft, like that of every 
other nation, own the authority of certain general principles ; 
and owning thefe, it cannot avoid admitting alfo the truth of 
every conclufion depending upon them. Hence I was led to 
conclude, that it could not be incapable of being treated in a 
fcientific manner ; that a conneéted fyftem might be compofed 
Of thefe principles, and of the conclufions flawing from them, 
fomething like that made by Heineccius of thofé of the Roman 
Jaw $ and that it was poflible to ere€&t on the moft fimple foun- 
dation a fuperftrudture different from any which had been hi- 
therto raifed, afcending itep by ftep from the firft maxims of 
jurifprudence to all the decifjons given by the law of Scotland. 
I refolved therefore to make ap attempt towards realizing my 
ideas ; and, the volume, which I now offer to the public, will 
givefame notion of my defign. .. 


« I remember Lord Verulam, in his third book de augmentis 
Jtientiarim, a work which will perhaps upon an attentive exa- 
Yhination Of it be found entitled to be called the nobleft that 
human ‘genius ever produced, compares the fciences to pyramids 
erected on thé bafis of hiftory and of experience, and afcending 


from theff by various ftages to ihe faimmit of all Thus the 
bafis 
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fbafis of that one, which reprefents natural philofophy, is the 
hiftory of nature; the phyfical part, which reprefents natural 
philofophy, is the hiftory .of nature ; the phyfical part, which 
treats of the efficient and material caufes that operate in the 
univerfe, he makes the fecond floor ; the third confifts of me- 
taphyfics, or that which enquires into the formal and final 
caufes of things ; and it is by thefe three, he fays, that we can 
alone expect to arrive at the fummit, the {cience of the fupreme 
law of nature. Jurifprudence isa fcience, and refembles a py- 
ramid in fome refpeéts : but it feems to be more natural, and 
itis more agreeable to the plan of the following fyftem, tocom- 
pare it to a lofty oak or fome other tree. Thefe make their firft 
appearance under a diminutive form, that of a feed or {mall 
quantity of matter. But this puny embryo developes itfelf by 
degrees ; and branches out with an irregular wildovefs into.a 
great variety of luxuriant parts, which though different bath 
from it and from one another, are found, on being viewed atten- 
tively, to be all intimately conneéed with it, and to depend for 
their exiftence upon it. In the fame mamuer jurifprudence re- 
cognizes a few original principles ; thefe are the feeds out of 
which the fyftem grows, and contain in embryo all the conclu- 
fions deducible from them ; and it feems that one by the be- 
ginning from the moft fimple definition, may develope it into all 
that variety of heterogeneous parts, of which the law of every 
country muft neceflarily confilt. 


‘ But an attempt to treat municipal law in this manner muft, 
it is plain, be attended with great difficulty ; and it is neceflary 
to afcend with the utmoft caution from ‘the root to the fummit 
of all, proceeding regularly from branch to branch, and taking 
care in the progrefs not to overlook any part of the tree. Pron 
-pofing from principles to deduce conclufions, two things mutt 
therefore be neceflary to be done, in order ‘to explain the law of 
Scotland in a precife fcientific manner. -The firft is to invefti- 
gate the principles, which are to be made the foundation of the 
fuperftru€ture to be raifed, that is, of the conclufions deducible 
from them. The other is from thefe principles, after they have 
been inveftigated, to deduce the conclufions, or to apply them 
to the decifion of all the cafes which can be fuppofed to hap- 
pen in real life. Hence I have had occafion to make ufe both 
of the analytical and of the fynthetical method. ‘The analytical 
is that which proceeding from phanomena to hypothefes, from 
effets to caufes, from conclufiens to principles, and from par- 
ticulars to generals, converts the former into media for difcover- 
ing thelatter. It is employed therefore, from vifible and known. 


effects to inveftigate thecaufes of them; from phanomena found 
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by experience to be real, to difcover hypothefes which will ac 
count for them; from conclufions admitted to be juit, to difco. 
ver the’ principles from which they flow: and from particular 
propofitions to arrive at others more general. The fynthetical 
is directly contrary to the former, and is that which proceeds 
from hypothefes to phenomena, from caufes to effeas, from) 
principles to conclufions, and from generals to particulars. 
Hence it is ufed to account by hypothefes which are made, for 
phenomena obferved to exift ; to explain from caufes which are 
known to operate, effects produced by them ; to pufh princi- 
ples eftablifhed or affumed, to the confequences deducible from - 
them ; and to refolve general propofitions into thofe particular 
ones implied in them. 


« The ufe made of thefe different methods in the following 
work, muft already be obvious from the account given of them. 
The principles and the conclufions, neceflary to form a com- 
plete fyftem of jurifprudence, are connected together ; and it is 
neceflary to trace them both. But the former are the bafis on 
which the latter muft be raifed: hence the firft point at which 
I found it neceffary to aim on every occafion was, to inveftigate ’ 
a general rule or definition which might be the foundation of 
the fuperftru€ture intended to be ereéted upon it ; and the ana- 
lytical method has been employed for this purpofe. This defi- 
nition is the general principle, from which all the conclufions - 

muft be deducible : it ought therefore to invelope all thefe 
within itfelf, and to be capable of being, in its turn, developed 
into them. Hence the utmoft precifion of thought as well as 
the greateft accuracy of expreffion is, on every occafion, necef+ 
fary in forming it; and it can hardly be expected that no im- 
proprieties or inaccuracies will be difcovered in any of the defi- 
nitions ufed in the following work. A general rule, principle 
or definition having been thus inveftigated in the analytical man- : 
ner, the next and the moft important point is to deduce from it : 
by juft fteps, fynthetically, all the corollaries which flow from 
jt and are neceflary for explaining the different titles of the law. 
In order to do this in the moft rational manner, every. definition - 
is firit refolved into its conftituent parts, that 1s, propofitions which, 
it is evident, are either expreffed or implied in it : thefe I call ax- 
ioms ; and affumiug then for principles, I endeavour to deduce 
from them, in a logical manner, all the conclufions neceflary to 
be explained on every fubjed,’ 


Nothing can be more fimple, perfpicuous, and fcientific, than 
the method here fketched out. Philofophy is admirably blended 
with jurifprudence; the mind charmed with the. harmony, 
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between the parts; conclufions are formed with facility, 
becaufe the premifes are perfectly underftood ; and the law. 
improved from a dry, barren, and crabbed ftudy, to a fer- 
tile, rational, and engaging fcience. We have ventured. to 
decide only upon the merits of the plan, becaufe of this only 
we are competent judges; but it is probable, that the fame 
good fenfe reigns through the whole performance, and that our 
author’s example may be thought worthy of imitation in 
England. 





— % 2 ° . J 7 4 
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Art. VI. Ranger's Progrefi.: Confifting’ of a Variety of Poetical 
Effays, moral, ferious, comic and fatyrical. By Honeft Ranger, 
of Bedford.Row. $vo, Pr, 246¢. Kinnerfley, © 


; HE detached pieces of which this little volume is com- 

pofed, have already appeared feparately in: fome of the 
public.papers. The author pleads in excufe for this publica- 
tion, that his peculiar paffion is that of fcribbling, in which he 
takes infinite delight, and that while this amufement foftens the 
bufy cares of ‘life, and renders him extremely happy, he con- 
ceives he has a right to fcribble on, We are far from denying 
Ranger the privilege of every Britifh fubject ; but we would ad- 
monifh him to confider, that whit may be entertaining enough 
to him,’ will often prove difgufting to a reader, who has paid 
half a crown for feveral copies of dullverfes. Let honeft Ran- 
ger change fides with the purchafer; let him moreover put him- 
felf in the place of the Reviewer, and he will then perceive that 
this diverfion of fcribbling and publifhing bad poetry is lefs in- 
offenfive than he feems to imagine. 


With refpe& to our author’s poetical merit, it-is of a 
mixed nature. Here we find indifferent, bad, and deteftable 
poetry. Among the former poems we may reckon that on the 
End of Tiine. 


« When the great blaze of day withdrew his light, 
And wrapt creation in the veil of night, 
Faft in the down of ,placid fleep I lay, 
And dreamt the wonders of the laft great day ; 
- Now rumbling earthquakes rock the pond’rous frame, 
To ruin all her num’rous ftruétures came. 
Hills roll’d o’er hills, earth from her center pour’d 
A flood of fire, which every thing devour’d : 
Celeftial lightning, with dread fury hurl’d 
Of from its ordit, ftruck the crackling world 5. 
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. ‘The ruin’d globe, to ev’ry pow’r a prey, 
Like a red comet blazing, roll’d away ; 
Loud thunder follow’d, ev’ry fyftem quak’d, 
I heard the figh:fel horrid roar, and wak’d.’ 


Thefe lines, though by mo means faultlefs, are incomparably 
the beft in the colleQion. 


For an inftance of Ranger’s alacrity ia finking, take, reader, 
the following lines, which he {pits with the moft yenomous wrath 
at a clergyman, characterized by the name of the Irreyerend 


Mr. Doggrel. 
| * For prefent wonder fee a-creature live, 
. Of whom fhort defcription here I give: 
Its form ig human,- and for man may pafs, 
In heart a devil, and in fenfe an afs ; 
A toad in venom, A{fop’s daw in pride, 
A foolifh poet, and a knave befide : 
- *That this he is, to us he often tells, 
In numbers tuneful—as his parith bells ; 
Which bells, when rang, muft fure the dead provoke, 
There is the peal, andone of them is broke.’ 


Enough, enough, Honeft Ranger! we have done thee no 
injury, and are unjuftly doogjed to read thy verfés; a punifh- 
ment too rigorous for Doggréf himfelf, were he as bad a man gs 


thou art a poet. 





anes ~ : 
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Art. VIL. 4x Effay on the Medicinal Neture of Hemlock: In which 
its extraordixary Virtue and Efficacy, as well internally as externally 
ufed, in the Cure of Cancers, Jchirrous and @dematous Tumours, 
malignant and fifiulous Ulcers, and Catara&s, are demonfirated, and 
explained: the whale being founded on obfervations made in a va- 
riety of the refpeGive Cafes, where this Remedy was adminificred by 
Dr. Storck, the Baron Van Swieten, Dr. Kollman, and others 
of the moft eminent Phyficians and Surgeons at Vienna. Tranflated 
from the Latin Original, ewritten by Dr. Storck, Phyfician in or- 
dinary to the Pazmatian City-bo/pital at-‘Vienna. 8vo. Price 
is. 6d. Nourfe. 


io muft afford the moft fenfible pleafure to every rational in- 

quirer to fee difeafes, which have baffled the art of phyfic, 
cured by a plant, eafily prepared, found in every country; but 
hitherto avoided:as virulently poifonous, and deftru€tive of the 
animal ccconomy. Such difcoveries heighten our admiration 
of the wife Author of Providence, who has created nothing ufe- 


lefs ; 
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gels; and at the fame time excites our gratitude, for having 
pointed out the means of reftoring that health of ‘body which 
alone can fecure our felicity. Without enumerating the cir- 

cumftances that induced Dr. Storck to try the effects of hem- 
jock; in a variety of obftinate cafes, we will proceed to his me- 
thod of preparing and adminiftring the plant, and the difeafes 
in which he has experienced {ts virtues. _* Let the 

quantity of the freth juice of new-gathered hemlock be boiled 
vith a gentle heat, in an earthen veflel, to the confiftence of # 
thick extra@. Let this extract be formed, with a fufficient 
quantity of the powder of the leaves, into a mals; from which 
let pills of two grains each be made. The extra& may likewife 
be adminiftred in the form of boluffes, mixtures, or-in’ any 
other convenient fhape, to prevent the patient’s being naufeated 
by the long continuance of the pills.’ At firft the Do@or began 
with {mall quantities, adminiftring no more than one grain 
twice every day ; but, perceiving that no bad effeéts enfued, he 
ventured to give four grains at a time, and fometimes above a 
fcruple in twenty-four hours, 


Dr. Storck firft proved the virtue of this plant on a beautiful 
girl, who, for three years, had the left parotid intirely {chir- 
rous, of a purple colour, and frequently acutely painful, thouph 
at other times free from all uneafinefs. All the ufual remedies 
had been tried without effe&. The Dodor, therefore, deter< 
mined to adminifter the hemlock-pills, in the quantity of a grain, 
morning and evening, wafhing down the pills with a cup-full or 
two of the infufion of the flowers of elder. At the end of. 
eight days the tumor, before of the fize of a man’s filt, was. re-, | 
duced, became fofter, and.more moveable; but as the progrefs; 
of the cure did not correfpond with the hopes firft given, the 
quantity was doubled on the fixteenth day, and two pills admi- 
niftred morning and evening. In confequence a perfe& cure’ 
was effected in the fpace of fix weeks; only a flaccid. bag re-: 
maining, which difappeared in fix days, by conftantly rubbing: 
the part with a piece of linnen, impregnated with the aromatic 
fumes of maftic, olibanum, and myrrh. ; 


We are next prefented with the cafe of a woman, about thi 
years of age, fubjedt to fwellings of the glands, in the arm-pits,, 
neck, and groin, for fome years; which, however, difappeared 
on taking a purge, and applying a plafter. In time the fwell- 
ings became more obftinate, and in the application grew ulcer- 
ous, copioufly difcharging an ichorous matter, after which they, 
healed of themfelves. Under this habir, the ftrength of the: 
patient « declined, the feet {welled, and at length the left breaft 

became 
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became intirely fchirrous. . This degenerated into two canceroug 
ulcers, from which drilled a fetid and very fharp ichor. The 
pain increafed daily ; but was moft violent in the evening. The 
faculty were confulted: they prefcribed, but no relief was ob- 
tained. In this condition the applied to our author on the 14th 
of September, 1757, who ordered her two hemlock-pills, 
snorning and eyening, or four grains in twenty-fourhours. An 
alteration for the better was foon vifible; but the progrefs of 
the cure being flow, the quantity was doubled towards the end 
of November, agd the patient reftored to perfect health by the 
26th of Auguft, 1758. In thiscafe, which is very minutely re- 
lated, the Doétor ordered the pills.to be wafhed down by an in- 
fufion of the leaves of the male {peedwell, and exhibited feveral 
gentle purges during the courfe of the cure, 


The third perfon on whom the Doétor experienced the effica- 
cy of the pills was a healthy woman, about twenty-four years 
of age, afflicted for about a year before with a fchirrous tumor, 
of the fize of a goofe’s egg, in the right breaft. About fix 
grains of the hemlock, in pills, were adminiftred every morn- 
ing, from the 12th of Oftober to the 3d of January following, 
jn which time the breaft regained its former condition, 


» We are next prefented with the hiftory of a cure performed 
on a young girl, who, in confequence of a hard {welling in her 
left breaft, of long ftanding, had a foul ulcer formed, from 
which was difcharged copioufly an extremely fetid ichor. Six 

ins of the hemlock, in pills, were taken morning and even- 
ing, and a fomentation of the leaves of hemlock applied exter- 
nally. In the fpace of two months the patient was reftored to 
ye health, and difcharged the hofpital. 


. The fifth cure was performed on a woman, with an infant? 
fucking at her breaft.. In her right breaft a fchirrous tumor 
appeared, and the child was ‘at the fame time affe&ted with 
{wellings of the parotids. Both were in a fhort time effeétually 
cured, hy the mother’s taking the pills in the manner before 
exhibited. — 


The two next cafes, though not complete, fufficiently evince 
the virtues of the pills. One was a cancer from the mouth t¢ 
| the ears; the other a {chirrous fwelling near the nipple. 


In the eighth cafe we have an inftance of a woman,’ almoft’ 
cured of a bad {chirrous tumor and ulcer in the breaft by the 
conftant ufe of the pills, and lint-dreffings moifteaed in the in-' 
fufion of hemlock. ‘This unhappy patient was cut off by irre- 


gularity- 
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quilarity of condué, and the. too free ufe of wine, juft as the 
was on the verge of being reftored to perfect health. 


We fhall give the next cafe in the words of the author, or at 
leaft of his tranflator, that the reader may fee the progrefs of . 
the cure, and the gradual effects of the pills. : 


« A young woman, aged twenty-three, had for two-years the 
glands fwelled, and fchrous, round her whole neck; «irom 
whence it was grown almoft as thick as her head. 


¢ Many of thefe glands were exeded by cancerous ulcers.- 


¢ The patient had not found the leaft relief from the innd- 
merable remedies adminiftered by different phyficians and fur- 
geons, whieh fhe had tried ; and at laft «ame into our hofpital. 


¢ Mr. Haffner, who is a very eminent furgeon, applied and 
ufed every thing externally which his art could diétate. 


‘ I adminiftered befides copious decoétions, and pills from the 
ferulaceous gums, the refin of guaiacum, Venice fope,.terra 
foliata tartari, the mafs of pills from the cathartic extra&, &e. 


« For fix weeks thefe remedies were regularly continued ; but 
yet I did not perceive any amendment in the diforder. 


‘ The ulcers continually wept a fcetid and malignant ichor'‘; 
and the ichorous matter corroded the cellular membrane, and 
produced finuffes and fiftulas. 


‘ Thefe things being duly weighed, I gave her the majt fpirit 
with mercury fublimate. 


‘ But this, though fhe drank a large quantity of decofion 
with it, occafioned pains in her breaft; and fhe began to 
cough, and complained of a heat in the fternum. 


¢ I continued, neverthelefs, the ufe of the malt fpirit for a 
month ; as the difagreeable fymptoms, brought on’ by the ufe 
of it, were afterward rendered much more gentle: but a flight 
falivation attended then this abatement of them. 


‘ On this account I left off the ufe of that remedy; and, 
applying externally the hemlock fomentation, gave thrice a- day 
four of the pills; and with them an infufion of ground-ivy, male 
{peedwell, agrimony, &c. 


‘ The fixth day the pains were abated; the lividnefs of the 
ulcerated glands was turned into a bright red, the ichor difap- 
peared, and a diluted pus fucceeded it. 


¢ The tenth day the fwelling of the meck and glands was 


much lefs, the ulcer pretty clean, and the matter good. ‘The 
patient 
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‘patient moreover flept well, had 4 good ftomach, and © was s fred 
from pain. 


* © On the ¢wenty firft day a cicatrix was foread over fome of 
the ulcers, the fwelling of the neck was much lefs, moft of the 
glands had regained their natural ftate, and the finuffes were 
defs deep. 


« I ordered then; that the patient fhould take fix ix pills thrice 
every day. 

‘ The thirty-fecond day every thing feemed to be better: 
tnoft of the finuffes were clofed, except that two large callous 
fiftulas remained on the left fide. ‘Thefe, however, being cut, 
according to the practice of furgeons, were cured by the fame 
fomentation, and the pills, within a fortnight ; by which time 
nearly all the glands were reftored to their natural ftate, and 
the fchirrous hardnefs could not any longer be felt, as nothing 
but a few pafty lumps were to be found. 


‘ I gave the patient then a purge, compofed of half a dram 
of rhubarb, eight grains of fcammony, and fifteen grains of 
fal polychreft; which worked fix times without weakening her. 


« After this fhe took for a month fix pills, thrice in a day; 
but nothing was now applied externally. 


« At the expiration of this mgnth fhe got perfectly well. 
This patient had the menfes, during the whole time, at the re- 
gular periods; and the pills did not produce any diforder. 


‘ I kept her, after fhe was cured, for three weeks longer in 
the hofpital, that I:might know whether the fwellings of the 
glands would return; or whether any of tlre finuffes, if pre- 
maturely clofed, would again break open. 


* But the remained perfeétly well ; and I therefore difmiffed 
her from the hofpital, after defiring her to come back to me, if 
eny the leaft fwelling fhould appear. 


‘ It is, however, now feven months fince, and I have feert 
nothing of her.’ 
The tenth cafe.refembles the firft, and was cured in the fame 


manner. The eleventh cafe proved unfuccefsful, from a violent 
cold contratted during the cure ; and after the patient was in’a 


fair way of being recovered from a fcetid running cancer in ‘the 
breaft. The twelfth differs in nothing very material from the 


fecond, either in the fymptoms, method, or fucceis. 
The thirteenth cafe, being more important, we fhall.prefent 

-it at large. 
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‘« A girl, eighteen years of age, had had for.many years the 


parotids, fubmaxillary glands, and whole neck fchirrous; and 
fo much fwelled, that her neck was grown much thicker thag 


her head. 

« The remedies prefcribed: by the moft fkilful phyficians and 
furgeons afforded her not the leafi relief. 

’ © On'the contrary, feveral parts began .to grow livid, to be 
éxceflively painful, and at laft to turn into ftinking. ulcers. 
Nocturnal fweats, ‘depreflion of the ftrength, and wafting of 
the flefh, alfo came on. 

‘ Notwithftandiag the girl was much beloved by thofe in 
whofe fervice fhe lived, yet it was .neceffary, on account of the 
fhocking ulcerations, the great and malignant ftink, and the 
danger-of contagion, to remove her into our hofpital. 


« Mr. Haffner the furgeon and I found, among the ulcers 
and fchirruffes, innumerable finuffes and fiftulas; and the pa- 
tient was moreover very weak, and complained that the could 


not get any fleep on account of pains in the night. 
« Tt was requifite, on this account, to ufe opium in the 


evening. 

‘ I then gave - her twice every day three of the pills, with an 
infufion - of ‘ground. ivy, fcabius, male fpeedwell, and a large 
quantity of milk. Externally we applied the hemlock bene 


tation. 


‘ The third day the pains were much gentler, and the ichor: 
ran plentifully. It was acrid, indeed, but not fo ftinking., The 


patient’s neck alfo feemed fomewhat lefs fwelled. 
‘The eighth day there appeared to be good pus ; feveral oe 


the glands were become moveable, and the patient began to — 
fleep without opium. The night-fiveats were alfo lefs profufe. 


‘On the fourteenth day the pus was good in almeft every part, 
and the {chirrous tumours lefs. 


*Tincreafed, then, the dofe of the pills; and gave four, morn- — 
ing and evening. ‘The hemlock fomentation was alfo diligent- 
ly applied. 

‘The thirtieth day the noéturnal fweats were wholly gone off: 
many of the finuffes were clofed: the ulcers were of a perf 
good colour, and fome even were difpofed to heal. There 
remained, nevertheleds, three callous fiftulas, which nee to 
be cut according to the practice of furgeons. : 
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‘ On the forty-fourth day fome of the ulcers were healed, and 
the reft yielded good pus. The fwelling of the neck was much 
Jefs; and the patient had recovered both her appetite, and her 
ftrength. 


‘ Fhe fixtieth day nearly all the ulcers were clofed: the fwell- 
ing of the neck was gone down, the fkin had regained its na<. 
tural colour, and all the glands were lefs and moveable. But, 
above the left clavicle, there ftuck a fchirrus, bigger than a 
goofe’s egg, which founded like a cartilage, on being ftruck. 
This tumour had not fuffered the leaft change, during the 
whole time the remedies had been ufed. 


« The feventy-fourth day many of the fchirruffes were found 
divided into feveral {mall portions. One gland, in the left. part 
of the neck, turned again into an ulcer, and ran purulent matter 
for three days. After which the whole bag collapfed, and with- 
in a few days a cicatrix was formed. 

« The ninetieth day the neck had its natural colour and mag- 
nitude, not a tenth part of the {welling remaining now. The 
{chirrus above the clavicle continued, neverthelefs, in the fame 
ftate ; and as it was immoveable, ard refifted all the powers.of 
medicines, we thought it advifeable to cut it out. But the pa-, 
tient would not confent; and as fhe had now recovered her 
ftrength, and could move her neck eafily, fhe went from the 
hofpital home. > 

« For two months fhe omitted taking any medicines; during 
gil which time the fchirruffes neither became bigger nor lefs. 


« At length fhe came to me again, to afk whether fhe might 
not take the pills in the houfe where fhe was a fervant. 


¢ I advifed her to it; andI gave her fome, to be taken, three 
every morning and evening. 


‘ After three weeks, having ufed her quantity of pills, the 
came back to me; and the fchirrufles were become lefs and 
moveable. : 

« At the end of the. fifth week fhe returned again to me, and 
fhewed me, with great joy, that the fchirrus above the clavicle, 
which had been moft obftinate, and which we before believed 
to be cartilaginous, was mow lefs, and divided into fix {mall 


lumps. : | 

‘ I was furprifed to fee the effect I had fo long’ fime withed 
for; and I advifed, that fhe fhould now take four pills, morning 
and evening. 

‘ After a month I faw her again, and every thing was grown 
better. ‘ She 
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* She has now ufed thefe pills five months, and at prefent: 
takes fix thrice every day. She is ftrong, fleeps well, breathes 
freely, which before fhe could not, enjoys a good appetite, and. 
has every day a natural and well concodted ftool. All things 


promife a flow, i ndeed, but yet a pegfect recovery.’ 


Cafe fourteen is, unfatisfaftory ; ; but the following amply come 
peniares for that deficiency, and deferves the attention of the 


faculty. 

« A man, fifty-three years of age, by lying with an infe&ed 
woman, contracted the venereal difeafe; which, partly from 
fhame, and partly from want of money, he neglected. 


‘ At length the left tefticle grew exceffively painful, and be- 
came wholly {chirrous ; and the penis increafed fo much in. bulk, 


as to far exceed that of a horfe.’ 


‘ At -laft fangous excrefcences arofe in three places on the 
penis; and, in a fhort time, turned into cancers, which ftunk 
extremely. | 

‘ The fcrotum itfelf was likewife exeded by a cancerous ul- 
cer; and the left tetiicle, being wholly laid bare, hung out of 
the fcrotum in an ulcerated cancerous ftate. 


¢ Hence the poor man could neither lie down nor fleep, on 
account of the pain; much lefs was he able to walk. 


© On this account he entered into our hofpital, under thefe 
moft deplorable circumftances. : 


‘ Mr. Haffner the furgeon. and I were. intolerably. annoyed 
with the ftink, while we examined the parts. The left tefticle; 
hanging out.of the {crotum, was wholly cancerous, and more 


than twice as big as a man’s filt. 


‘ Neither the penis,. fcrotum, nor tefticle, could bear to be 
touched with the Jeaft force; for it occafioned a co quantity, 
of blood: to iffue out. 


‘ The patient frequently fainted from weaknefs; sa the 
{tink was fo great, that we could not let him ftay with the other 
patients ; buc were obliged to put him ina feparate room, 


« At firft Igave him, every day, one ounce anda half of the 
Peruvian bark ; that by this means I might corre@ the acrimo- 
ny, and procure a feparation of the Porrneie’ sad from the 


foune. 


« But the fourth day he refufed abfolutely to take the net 
any longer, int whatever form it was aduinittered ; nor did we, 
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‘Phdecd, perceive any relief or change from it: but, on the con- 
‘yrary, he declined in his itrength, and intirely loft his appetite. 


« In this defperate cafe 1 determined to try the pills, and hem 
lock fomentation. : 


‘ At firft I gave him fix pills thrice every day; and I made 
him vfe the fomentation diligently on the parts affected. 

The pains abated the very fame evening, and the poor man 
began to fleep naturally. , 


¢ The next day many putrid cores feparated, the penis was 
lefs fwelled, and the bad fmelt was not now fo itrong. 


« The third day every thing appeared to be ftill better. 


‘ The fourth day the pus was good in all the cancerous ul- 
cers: the penis was lefs by one half; the tefticle was alfo dimi- 
nithed in fize, and fofter; the ulcers had a kindly colour; and 
the patient flept without opiates, and began to have fome ap 
petite. 


‘ The eighth day the penis was almoft reduced to its natural 
fize: the cancerous parts were much mended; the pus conti+ 
nued every where to-be good; great cores feparated themfelves 
from the fcrotum ; and the tefticle was foft, and fcarcely bigger 
than an egg. 


‘ The twelfth day every thing appeared to be ftill mending. 


* The eighteenth day no remains of the cancer could be feen.: 
the tefticle recovered its natural fize, and colour; and what had 
been eaten away by the cancerous ulcer appeared to be growing — 


again. 

° * The lips of the ferotum, which were now of a perfeétly 
good colour, began to unité: there appeared on the penis, in 
the place of the.cancerons.excrefeences, flat ulcers that were 
very clean ; and the patient was better in all refpeéts, and had 
more ftrength. I went on therefore to the thirtieth day with 
the fame dofe pf thefe pills, and the hemlock fomentation ; 
and then the {crotum was intirely healed, and the ulcers on the 
penis much lefs and clean. 


* But the patient complained of being continually troubled 
witha difagreeable itching all over his body : on which account, 
leit any thing veneréal, lurking in the blood, fhould produce 
Other deplorable fcenes, 1 performed the reft of the cure by an- 
tivenereal remedies. 


- € In this cafe ‘the pills and fomentation had been of greater 
avail than could evér have been hoped. 


Dr. 
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‘ Dr. Kollman, phyfician to the army; Mr. Lalser, furgeon. 
of the city- hofpital ; brother Abdon, {urgeon among the bree, 
thren of the Mercy in Leopoldina; and others of my friends of 
this profeflion, whom I took to fee this patient, weré greafly ~ 
furprifed ‘at the quick aad fcarcely to be hoped for effects of the 
remedy.” 


In cafe fixteen we find an aftonifhing cure effectéd by the 
pills on a woman, who had two fiftulous ulcers in the left fide 
of her neck ; which produced fo many and fuch extraordinary: 
finuffes, that the hofpital-furgeon penetrated with his probe to 
the tongue; and, between the, efophagus and the afpera arte- 
ria, to the oppofite part of the neck. 


In the next cafe a woman is cured of a confiderable induration 
in the anterior part of the abdomen, by the ufe of the pills only. 
Here the Doétor mentions, that he has diffolved fchirruffes in 
the liver, and the confequent jaundice, by the fame means, 


_ Two cafes are given of perfons blind with cataracts, being ef- 
feftually cured in a fhort time by the ufe of the pills; and thefe 
are all the inftances that come under. the Doétor’s immediate 
obfervation. An account, however, is given of a variety of other 
cures performed by phyficians and furgedns of his acquaintance ;’ 
but what we have related, and the teftimonies adduced - by ;our 
author, are, in our opinion, quite fufficient to put the virtues: 
of hemlock beyond all doubt. It is with pleafure, therefore, 
we learn, that feveral trials are now making of this plant by; 
our own phyficians; who, from confiderations of humanity, f 
public good, and for the credit of the profeffion, will, it is to 
be hoped, purfae them with that caution, ae and perfe- 
verance, due to fo important an object. 


Before we clofe the article, we fhall beg leave to fabjoin the. 
following corollaries and queries in the words of our author ; 
remarking only, that, in almoft all the preceding cafés, the pills 
feem to act merely as an alterative, producing infenfible évacua- 
tions, except once, when they gently purged the patient. 


Corollary 1) From the above premifes it may be inferred, that 
a‘remedy highly innocent may be prepared from the juice of 
hemlock, infpiffated by a flow fire; and which, in every habit 
of body, fex, age, &c. may be given in confiderably large dofes. 


2) That this remedy does not hinder any of the natural ‘funcs’ 
tions of the body, the fecretions, nor the, excretions. 


3) That it a&s in an infenfible manner, neither eit ftool;’ 
vomit, urine, nor fweat. 
Ka 4s 
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4) That it difcuffes indurations and fchirruffes ; even in thofe 
cafes where other medicaments, the moft penetrating, are not 
of the leaft avail. 


It is, therefore, a medicament greatly difcutient. 


5). That what indurations and fchirruffes it does not difcufs, 
it brings, for the moft part, toa kindly fuppuration, 


6) That it ftops the further progrefs of cancers. 
7) That it correéts cancerous acrimony, and removes the bad 


fmell. 


8) That it converts the cancerous ichor into good pus. 
9) That it quiets pains. 

ro) That it cures cancers. 

11) That it heals ulcers, incurable by other means. 


12) That it clofes and confolidates fuch fiftulas and finuffes as 
refift all other remedies. 


13) That it difperfes edematous tumonrs, even by external 
application. ’ 


_ 14) That it reftores the fight when taken away by catara&s, 
that are not of long ftanding. 


' 15) That it removes, or at leaft ftops, the further progrefs of 
recent cataracts. 


© Thave, ina great variety of cafes, tried the juice of hem- 
lock, reduced to pills, alone; that, by this means, I might accu- 
rately inform myfelf what it could fimply and folely perform. 


_* But fometimes I have found a quick effe&, and at other 
times a very flow one. From whence it may be queftioned, 
whether, in cafes where its action is flow, the effeét may not be 
accelerated by external remedies applicable in various manners. 

- Query 1it) * Whether it may not be proper to apply, feveral 
times in the day, the hot vapours of the decoction of hemlock 
to the part affected? 


Query 2d) * Whether; perhaps, it may not be more effeQual 
to keep a cataplafm prepared from hemlock continually on the 
difeafed parts? 


‘* Many trials demonftrate, that fuch a fomentation is highly 
efficacious in thefe circumitances. 


‘ There are, neverthelefs, patients who cannot bear this when 
lajd on the naked fkin. Whence, 
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Query 3d) ‘ Whether it is not better to cover the fkin of fach. 
patients with a diachylon plafter ; and to foment the part, with. 
the cataplafm, while fo covered? 


Query 4th) * Whether, while it -is allowable to irritate the 
fchirrus, it would not be of advantage to put on a plafter of | 
hemlock and labdanum, or galbanum? 


Query 5th) * Whether it is not requifite that purges fhould be 
given to patients under the regimen of thefe pills, whére their 
ftrength appears to admit of it, as the difcuffed matter is not’ 


difcharged by any fenfible evacuation? 


‘ Trials, refpeCting this query, made on feveral patients, feem 
to render it advifeable to do what is propofed. ‘Dus. mecelity 


does not exact it. 


Query 6th) * If cafes occur, in which acrid cancers fend forth 
very deep roots, corrupt all the humours, and debilitate the 
folids, in fuch manner, that the pills alone cannot fuffice; whe- 
ther then would it not be proper to join the Peruvian bark to 
them? As, by this means, a medicine, indued with the virtue of 
each, and which would fully anfwer all intentions, might be 


prepared. 


‘ It is neceffary, therefore, that every phyfician fhould vary 
the method, according to the attendant fymptoms, by his own’ 


proper obfervation and judgment. 


‘ On the merit of what has been premifed, I beg of all phyfi- 
cians whatever, that they will try and adminifter this extract on 
every occafion that fhall prefent itfelf. But I intreat, that, at 
the fame time, they will lay afide every kind of prejudice and 
jealoufy ; from the confideration, how much the health of their 
neighbours is concerned in thefe matters. 


‘ If any bad confequence may be found to refult, let them 
inquire carefully whether it arifes from the irrefiftible violence 
of the difeafe ; from any miftake made by the patients, or thofe 
about them; or from the medicament itfelf: and let them not, 
from thence, condemn the remedy as hurtful or inefficacious, 
without the ftriéteft examination of the faéts, and the maturéft 
judgment on them.. But if, after all, they know any better re- 
medies, I do not defire they fhould negle& them in favour of 
this.’ 

After all, it muft be acknowledged, that this difcovery of Dr. 
Storck’s is not abfolutely new. ‘The virtues of hemlock, in 
difcuffing hard fcrophulous tumors by external application, have 


been long known. ‘Trew. Com. Nor. a- “ves examples of 
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perfons who had eat feveral ounces, without any inconvenience. 
We remember to have feen a root, weighing more than an 
ounce, eat bya child, inftead of a carrot, without producing 
any bad effet; and our author himfelf quotes Pliny, Ray, and 
Renealmus, to this purpofe. Toconclude, the Latin original is 
neat, ornate, and claffical; the Englifh tranflation flat, fervilely 
literal, and infipid. For inflance, we find the expreflions 
«« marked with black,” for carbone nigro notatur: ‘* it may, not- 
withftanding, be of avail in thefe cafes ;” with feveral other 
phrafes which would feem to denote the tranflator a foreigner. 





Art. VIIE. 4x Effay on the prefent State of the Theatre, in France, 
England; and Italy. 8vo. Price 35. Pottinger. 


Ithout advancing any thing new, or poffeffing in any 
fuperior degree the powers of reflection, this auther has 
attained the art of pleafing. Pretty, light; fummer reading, 
as Mr. Foote exprefles it, is the beft fuited to the tafte and dif- 
fipation of the age. Here we fee no deep refearches into the 
human heart, no philofophical inquiry into the principles of 
action, or inveftigation of the fecret workings of the paffions ; 
a fet of fuperficial obfervations are colle&ted from Englith and 
French critics, fome juft, many otherwife, and the whole jum- 
bled together in the form of chapters, with plaufibility enough, 
but very little {training or exertion of the intelle€&tual faculties. 
Now and then, however, we meet with inftances of true critical 
difcernment : we fhall only quote our author’s interpretation of 
thefe lines of Shakefpear. 


«* Since Caffius firft did whet me againft Cefar, 

I have not flept. Between the atting of a dreadful thing, 
And the firft motion ; all the interim’s 

Like a phantafma, or a hideous dream. 

The genius, and the mortal inftruments, 

Are then in counc:]; and the whole {tate of man, 

Like to a little kingdom, fuffers then 

The nature of an infurrection.” 


In explaining this obfcure pafflage, Dr. Warburton under- 
ftands, that, by what Brutus calls rhe genius, he means the ge- 
nius of the republic; and that the confpirators are the mortal 
inftruments. Our author takes Shakefpear’s meaning in a more 
obvious and natural fenfe. ‘ In deliberating, fays he, upon 
any defperate action, the mind (for here the genius can mean 
nothing elle) is apt to dwell upon every thing which has 
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any relation to the execution of its purpofes. Thus, whilft 
Macbeth is meditating the murder of the King, he thinks he 
fees the dagger which he was to ufe, and for fome time holds 
a conference with it. Thefe two lines are ftriking : 


«* Thou marfhal’{t me the way that I am going; 
And fuch an inftrument I was to ufe.” 


And, compared with the above paflage, they are the beft in- 
terpretation of it.’ 


All that our author advances upon the fources of the paffions, ’ 
the circumftances that render theatrical entertainments intereft- 
ing, the effects of tragedy upon the paflions ; in a word, all that 
is philofophical in the performance, has been a thoufand times 
hackneyed over in words nearly fimilar. As fpecimens of our 
author’s talents this way, we need only quote the chapter upon 
Tragedy, confidered in an abftra&ted and metaphyfical light, 


‘* Though we have hitherto confidered tragedy with regard 
both to the underftanding and the heart, we have notwith- 
ftanding confidered it only in an ordinary point of view; to 
give a perfect idea of it, we fhould carry our views higher. 
Let us fuppofe, the fpeculator of Lucian, who from the air 
contemplates whatever paffes amongft men ; it can admit of 
no doubt, that this man’s attention would be more engaged 
by fome things than others. If he faw fomething important pafs 
amongft perfons of diftin&tion and of an uncommon charaéter, 
if in the courfe of this tranfaétion nothing happened which 
could let his curiofity languith ; if on the contrary, every inci- 
dent fhould excite it, furprize him, and intereft him in a lively 
manner: in a word, if this aétion had all the qualities which 
we have hitherto exaéted in a tragic a€tion, without doubt the 
fpeculator would keep his- eyes fixed upon it rather than any 
othar; and it can no more admit of a doubt, that it would 
be fit to reprefent upon the ftage: but» whence does it pro- 
ceed, that there are many things in it which might pleafe our 
imaginary fpeculator, and which would notwithftanding dif- 
pleafe upon the ftage? Let this action, in the moment that it 
is warmeft, and when its conclufion appears moft uncertain, 
be terminated by fomething that could not poflibly have been 
forefeen ; by a turn of chance! by means of a perfon who had 
not appeared in it before: the furprize of the fpeculator, in 
beholding this cataftrophe, will be the more agreeable the lefs 
it is expected: on the other hand, the fame conclufion upon 


the ftage would difguft every body. Let fomebody concerned 
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in this aétion, who has conitantly crofled the others in their’ 
defigns, change his mind, either through lfatlitude or ‘naturat 
inconftancy ; this would be a tource of high pleafure to the 
fpeculator, as it would furnifh ample matter to thofe who are 
fond of itudying human nature; but nothing would be more 
infupportable upon the ftage. Would the fp eculator defire 
that the aétion fhonld take up but twenty-four hours, and pafs 
upon one identical place? By no means; for, by the fuppofi- 
tion, he would be able to caft his eye every where with the 
faine facility; and, if the aétion was to laft much longer, his: 
curiofity would {till keep pace with it. But on the ftage, the 
unities of time and place contribute greatly to increafe the 
pleafure of the fpectators. Whence arifes the differences be- 
tween the fpeculator in queftion, and thofe who affilt at the 
reprefcntation of a tragedy ? Why coes not that which pleafes 
the one, pleafe the others likewife? Why are their taftes fa 
oppofite ?? 


Here we find the folution of thefe queries. ‘ An action, fays 
this profound philofopher, which paffes in our fight, changes 
its nature in fome meafure whew introduced upon the ftage: 
it was reality before; it is then only a reprefenration ; it was 
formerly, as it were, a production of nature: on the ftage 
it is a work of art. Hence it becomes fufceptible of new beau- 
ties and new defects. We have hitherto confidered only the 
beauties and defects that it might have confidered in itfelf, in its 
real and natural ftate, independent of the theatre: and although 
we thought it an unneceffary conftraint, to avoid all the terms 
that have a connection with the theatre, and which feem to 
fuppofe it; we have, however, confined ourfelves itri€ly to 
ideas which have no necefiary relation to it; and which 
fuppofe only an aétion which pafs before the fpeculator of 
Lucian.” This indeed is fkimming over the fuperficies of 
metaphyfics with a witnefs. 


We fhull find our author not more profound in his criticifms 
on the different parts of the drama, the conftru€tion of the 
fable, the unity and fimplicity of the draina, the ancient chorus, 
&c. In all thefe remarks, it would be difficult to inftance a 
fingle thought abfolutely his own: yet are they well enough 
calculated for the ufe of a drawing-room or cotfee-houfe critic, 
and thofe wittlings who peep behind the fcenes, or infeft the 
back rows of the gallery at half-plays. Whether the account 
of the Italian and French players has any claim to merit, we 
cannot pretend to determine; we will venture, however, to 
afhrm, 
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affirm, that his characters of the Englith comedians are as fu- 
perficial as they are taftelefs and partial. 


To conclude: Whatever opinion other critics may entertain 
of this performance, we cannot but look upon it as a mefs 
haftily cooked up of fcrapes and offals, to ftay the ravenous ap- 
petite of a bookfeller. 





— 


Art. 1X. General Cautions in tke Cure of Fevers, viz. Inflam- 
matory, Intermitting, Slaw, Nervous, and Hyfteric, Putrid, Mali 
nant, and Miliary Fevers. Small-Pox, Meafles, Pleurify, True and 
Spurious Peripneumonies. Calculated to Jupply the Want of are- 
gular medical Education, and an extenfrve Reading on thefe SubjeGs. 
By the Rev. G. Etherington, LL.B. 80. Price 15. 6d. 
Briftow. 


HAT degree of reputation our reverend author ma 

have acquired in the capacity of fpiritual dire@tor, we 
know not; but as a corporeal doétor he appears to confiderable 
advantage. In prefcribing for the foul, it is the ufual practice 
to warn the patient in negatives, telling him he fhall not com- 
mit fuch and fuch fins ; in the fame manner this reverend phyfi- 
cian treats the body, acquainting us what we ought to avoid in 
particular difeafes, and without laying down fearce any direc- 
tions for what fhould be taken. His aphorifms are judicioufly 
collected from fome of the beft ancient and modern prattitio- 
ners. . In general they are clear, methodical, and not only ufe- 
ful, in direéting the praétice of fome of the lefs learned in the 
profeffion, but im pointing out the beft authors in phyfick. 
Sometimes, however, the want of experience feems to have led 
Mr. Etherington into error, by obliging him to rely implicitly 
on the authority of certain writers. . We fhall give but one in- 
ftance: ‘ As blifters (fays he) throw an acid falt into the blood, 
and greatly {timulate the fibres, they are very improper at leaft 
in the increafe of the ardent or inflammatory fever, notwith- 
ftanding the head and nerves fhould be much affeéted; for thofe 
who are delirious with an acute fever, and parched tongue, die 
quickly upon the application of bliftering-plaifters, and moft of 
them are feized with convulfions before they die.’ This caution, 
falfe in itfelf, he deduces from Baglivi, undoubtedly an eminent 
phyfician and philofopher, but very oppofite in many of his af- 
fertions to more modern practice and experiment. We have feen 
both blifters and finapifms applied with great fuccefs, where 
the delirium has run high, even in the increafe of acute fevers ; 
and it is frequently neceflary to make this revulfion, to prevent 
the moft fatal confequences from the too rapid courfe of the 
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blood to the brain. If our author intends his caution againft 
the too free ufe of veficatories and epifpaitics, upon every 
flight appearance of a delirium, we join iffue with him, from 
a perfuafion that they may alter the natural progrefs of the 
difeafe. The reader will fufficiently comprehend the method 
purfued by this writer from the following extra&ts, which we 
likewife quote for the inftruétion of thofe ignorant quacks, who 
infeft every little borough in England under the name of fur- 
geons and apothecaries, regularly bred under dunces like them- 


felves. 


After fhewing the neceffity of bleeding, under proper reftric- 
tions, in all acute jevers, and giving certain ufeful cautions with 
refpect to the manner and quantity, our author obferves, ‘ that 
the neglect of proper bleeding in the beginning of this diftem- 
per, isa fau't not to ve compenfated i in all the following ftages. 
Forif this moft flutary evacuation be omitted, the plethora will 
increafe, the blood and ly mph will grow more acrid and fizy, and 
the finalleft vefiels may be fo far diftended, as to bring on delt- 
ria, diftractions of the nerves, inflammations of the viicera, &c. 


* When the lentor renders the circulation of the blood difficult 
and unequal through the veffe's of the brain, all the funGions 
of that vifcus may be difturbed, and a trembling may come 
upon the patient ; in this cafe, repeated bleeding, with mild 
diluting clyfters, cooling purges, and a thin diet, &c. are of the 
greateft ufe. But towards the conclufion, when the body is 
wafted by the difeafe and preceding evacuations, thefe remedies 
will increafe the caufe of the trembling, (viz. too great inani- 
tion) and bring on confequences certainly pernicious. Flefh 
broths, a moderate ufe of wine, with frictions, exercife of body 
proportioned to the patient’s ftrength, corroborating and fti- 
mulating cordials, &c. are then of the moft fervice, when, in 
the firft cafe, they would have been very detrimental ; fo that 
we ought«arefully to attend to the time of the difeafe, wherein 


this fymptom happens. 


‘ Some have endeavoured to reprefs the vomitings in the be- 
ginning of an ardent fever, with falt of wormwood draughts, 
by which they have precipitated the deftruétion of their patients: 
for it is plain that narure’s aim, in ejeéting fo much acrid, fharp, 
irritating matter, is to prevent it from being abhoanes into the 


blood. 


« When, in this diforder, a perfon is feized with convulfions 
from too great a quantity of bile flu€tuating about the pracor- 
dia, and difturbing the a¢tions of the brain, a vomit given foon 


removes that fymptom; but when the fame arifes from the im- 
pervious 
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pervious blood urged into the cortical fubftance of the brain, a 
vomit given then would incréafe the diforder, fince we plainly 
fee that, in the aétion of vomiting, the blood is urged with a 
greater force to the head. 


¢ When fpots appear upon the fkin, take care how you mak® 
any efforts upon the firft paflages, becaufe if you fhould repel 
the matter back again into the blood, anguifh, difficulty of 
breathing, extreme proftration of fpirits, delirium, and convul- 
fions, commonly follow. 


« Juft after a patient has been bled largely, it is not uncome 
mon to fee him immediately bliftered, and then put under a 
courfe of hot alexipharmac bolufes, cordials, &c. 


‘ Bleeding is certainly right in the beginning, but making ufe 
of hot and ftimulating remedies immediately after that opera> 
tion, is like pulling out part of a great fire, and then diretly 
throwing upon the remainder oil, pitch, and tar, in order to 
put it intirely gut. 


‘ Therefore all alcaline falts muft be dangerous medicines in 
this difeafe, as they are thought to have a power of immediately 
rendering our native falts of a fharp, pungent nature, turning 
our half-fixed falts into fuch as are truly volatile, and thofe that 
were before of a benign and gentle nature, into fuch as are- 
fiery ; thofe that were neutral and innocent into fuch ‘as are cor- 
rofive, &c. On which account they att like poifon in all fuck 
diftempers, where the animal falts and oils are too much atte- 
nuated and exalted. 


‘ Many agree in giving fudorifics, becaufe they obferve that 
nature often relieves herfelf the fourteenth day by {weating, and 
thence fall into this wretched practice of giving hot and drying 
things, to the deftruGtion of many: for, by this method, the 
thinneft part of the blood is drained off, and the remainder is 
left too thick, vifcid, and apt to obftrudt. 


‘ It is to be obferved in regard to dilution, that it will be of F 
little fervice an before-hand. As'to the manner 
of it, the fick fhould be allowed to drink as freely, and as oftem: 
as they pleafe, but not forced to load their ftomachs with toe 
large draughts at a time, which create a naufea, indigeftion; j 
and wind, with great anxiety and reftlefsnefS; and, in the 
event, purging and vomiting.’ 


Speaking of intermitting fevers, the author cautions his rea- 
ders againft that abfurd method of bleeding and purging by way 
of prevention: ‘ Since (fays he) we frequently fee that they 
bring on difeafes inftead of confirming health. To every man 


of 
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of common fenfe it muft feem as unreafonable, for a perfon 
who is well, to bleed and purge every fpring and fall to prevent 
diforders, as it would be for one to alter the chief f{prings and 
movements of his watch to make it'go better, or continue to go 
right, which went perfeétly well before. 


‘ In a word, whatever takes down the fpring of the fibres, 
and weakens the crafis of the blood, as improper evacuations 
by bleeding and purging, &c. may make intermittents very irre- 
gular, obftinate, and dangerous ; and caufe them frequently to 
degenerate into malignant, putrid, or flew fevers, otherwife 
they end in dropfies, jaundice, or univerfal obftru€tions of the 
vifcera of the abdomen, and fometimes in diforders of the ner-. 
vous kind.—And more efpecially thefe mifchiefs will be pro- 
duced, when due perfpiration is often obftru&ted by cold damp 


air, or vifcid food. 


‘ And by the above means likewife not only more vivlent fits 
of quartan are brought on, but a fimple quartan’is turned into . 
a double or triplicate one ; as we may be taught from daily ob- 
fervations in practice. 


‘ Vernal fevers of this fort fometimes incline to an inflam- 
matory ftate; and then bleeding and proper purging may be 
neceflary ; but in the autumnal, if thefe methods are purfued, 
they become worfe, and are generally protracted during the” 
winter. 

‘ Indeed it is obfervable, that fome epidemic agues, in | 
fome conftitutions, at firft put on the appearance of ardent fe- 
vérs, and then break into quotidians or tertians ; and it is not 
uncommon for a quotidian or tertian to be changed by a very 
hot regimen at the beginning, into an inflammatory fever,:with 
phrenzy, pleurify, or peripneumony: and yet how often do we ° 
fee the common people, without fear, fwallowing large quanti- - 
ties of the hotteft fpices: and vinous fpirits, as-brandy, pepper, 
&c. in order.to cure this difeafe ? 


‘¢ And it may be further noted, that as nogbing is more effec- 
tual in curing agues than well-timed vomits ; fo previous bleed- 
ing makes them much more fafe in full fanguine habits, efpe- 
cially when given in the fit; which is frequently practifed with 


great fuccefs. 


‘ The dilution, neceffary in this diforder, is to be carried on, 
without large quantities of liquors ; which, however {mooth and 
lenient, will require fome force to aflfimulate them ; and by fur- 
ther dilating and diftending the larger pervious veflels, they will 


aggravate the fymptoms, and prolong the fit. 
¢ Fatal 
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« Fatal effets have been frequently feen from giving the bark 
too foon, or where there has been only a remiffion of the fever 
for a few hours, without an abatement of the bad fymptoms, 
And if we confider that the vifcera are loaded with a heavy pi- 
tuitous matter ; that the capillary, fanguine, and lymphatic ar- 
teries are ftuft with fizy blood and lymph; and that neither of 
thefe impediments are perfectly removed, when there is only a 
remiffion of the fever, it will evidently appear that the admini- 
{tration of the bark muft neceffarily be attended with the utmoft 
danger; for to conftringe the veffels and Jeffen their diameters, 
whilft a-lentor is exifting.in the blood and lymph, can never be 
attended with fuccefs. 


« And altho’ the greateft circumfpection is neceflary, in regard 
to the conftitution and particular circumftances of the patient, 
the dofe, time, and manner of giving the bark; yet the moft 
ignorant take upon themfelves to order this powerful medicine, 
without any fort of caution: hence we often fee the worft chro- 
nical difeafes remain after this fever has been removed by the 
Peruvian bark, becaufe the lentor was not removed at the fame 
time that the fever was. 


« We ought not therefore to be too hafty in giving the bark or 
chalybeats, where the patient has a yellownefs in his countenance, 
a hard abdomen, and coftive habit of body, left thefe aftringents 
fhould more powerfully fix the obftructions that are already 
formed, " 


‘ Hence it is apparent, that as all the beft medicines, fo the 
Peruvian bark may do harm, when unikilfully applied ; and, 
therefore, it is firft neceflary to enquire ftriély whether any 
thing lies concealed in the body, requiring a continuance of the’ 
fever, in order to remove it fafely and {peedily; or elfe whether 
any confiderable advantage may be expected from leaving the 


fever to itieif, ciiher in. removing inveterate difeafes, or info 
changing the body, as to difpofe it to a firmer ftateof health for; 
the time tocome ? For inftance, a quartan coming on, after an. 
epileptic fit, is to be left toitfelf, and by no means to be med- 
dled with.’ 


With refpe& to flow, nervous, and hyfteric fevers, the reve- 
rend author’s cautions feems to be dittated by found refleétion, 
and a judicious weil-digefled reading. ‘ From the hiftory of 
thefe ievers (fays the fenfible writer) we may obferve with what 
caution we fhould go about every evacuation ; for if we go but 
a little too far, it is impoflible ever to make up for it again; and 
that, in general, it is much iafer to rifque an inflammatory 
tate, which is more eafily remedied than the contrary. 

‘And 
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‘ And notwithftanding the irregular, partial heats and fli 
which {ometimes come on with great anxiety, reftlefsnefs, deli- 
rium, difficulty of breathing, and a vaft load afid oppreffion on 
the prxcordia, fo as to incline the lefs cautious obferver to think 
that there may be fomething peripneumonic in it.—yYet even 
here beware of bleeding, for you will find the pulfe very fmall 
and unequal, tho’ very quick ; and not only the weaknefs and 
fluttering of the pulfe may contra-indicate bleeding, but al 
the pale, watry, limpid urine, which is commonly atténdant. 


« Thefe fynrptoms then denote the lead, anxiety, and oppref-' 
fion on the precordia to be from a nervous orgafm, and not 
from a peripneumonic obftrudtion or inflammation : thé breath- 
ing in this cafe, though thick and laborious, is not hot, but a 
kind of fighing and fobbing refpiration ; nor is there many 
times any kind of cough concomitant; fo that this is really 
from fome degree of fpafm on the vitals, like that which is ma 
nifeft in hy (teric_fits. 


* Befides, difficulty of breathing, anxiety, and oppreffion, 
many times precede a ‘miliary eruption, which very often 
appears the feventh, ninth, or éleventh day of this fever, and 
fometimes later. (Indeed great anxiety and oppreffion of thé 
precordia always precede puftular eruptions of any kind in alt 
forts of fevers.) Every one muft therefore know how ill-timed 
and improper bleeding would be on fuch an occafion ; when thé 
greateft care fhould be taken not to retard nature’s operation in 
fliis particulat ; which is many times completely critical. 


« Yet two or three crops of miliary puftules have been known 
to fucceed one another with no manner of relief to the patients > 
nay, with harm, -as they reduced them to an extreme weaknefs, 
altho’ they were attended with large and long-continued fweats. 


‘ So that however advantageous kindly breathing fweats may 
Happen to be, profufé fweats are feldom or never fo, even 
though atténded with a large eruption. 


‘ The fick, it is obferved, are never fo eafy as whilft they are 
in a gentle fweat, as this removes the exacerbations of heat, 
Hurry, &c. And this obfervation may have been the occafion 
of many errors in practice, by inducing the lefs judicious to 
give medicines which, in their nature, approach too near to fu- 
dorifics, in the early ftate of the fever. 


‘ And altho’ they feem to produce a change for the better, by 
making. the breathing lefs laborious; neverthelefs, when the 
fweating ceafes, it becomes worfe than before, from the great 


waite of that fubtiler fluid, which conduces to carry on the cir- 
culation 
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culation properly, by invigorating the blood, and keeping it of 
a dueconfiftencée. (Befides blifters relieve difficulty of breath- 
ing more effectually.) 

¢ If this fever at any time is attended with an hemorrhage, 
or bleeding from fome of the veffels, and ftrongly ftyptical and 
altringent medicines are adminittred with a view to ftop this ha- 
morrhage, they wilk conftantly increafe the diforder. 


« Sometimes, in this malady, fomething like the fit of @ 
cholic happens, and the cafe is miftaken for a true cholic, and 
bleeding, ftrong clyfters, purges, &c. are adminiftered ; which 
incautious treatment often-brings on death in.a furprifingly fud+ 
den manner. 


« Here likewife we ought to be very cautious in diftinguifhing, 
left we fhould be led to miftake this fever, with exacerbations 


or heightenings, for a genuine intermitting fever, and with that” 


view unwarily give the bark. ; 


¢ The patient’s former manner of life is carefully t6 be in- 
quired into in this (as well as every other diforder) before you 
offer to preferibe : and if it is found that he has indulged him- 
felf much in the ufe of fpirituous liquors, you may be more freé 
im giving warm and alexipharmac medicines, &c. 


_* When a woman is feized with this flow hyfteric fever, the 
monthly evacuation is commonly ftopped ; and. this obftruétion: 
"is too often affigned as the caufe of her diforder ; yet, by en- 
deavouring fo cure her by medicines that powerfully promote 
the menftrual flux, great mifchief is frequently done, and the 
intended difcharge not brought on. 


¢ If weak women in childbed, having this fever, do carelefly 
quit their beds too foon, they are often feized with great dejecé 
tion of fpirits; and from hence it is by no: means’ an unconi+ 


men cafe for thefe women to die furprifingly of a fudden, ——- 


And even thofe who efcape with their lives do frequently fall into 
various-and- dangerous diforders. 


‘ Neither in this cafe.can thefe weakly wothen be fufficiently 
warned againft the too-often pernicious advice of their more ro- 


buft vifitants, who, without properly diftinguifhing, are always’ 


mighty apt to imagine, that confining thefe weak women to 
their beds muft tend to weaken them more ; they therefore offi- 
cieufly advife their getting out of their beds, and fitting up, 
affuring them they will, by that means, gather ftrength. But 
this dangerous rafhnefs, on the contrary, increafes their com 
plaints, and often brings on moit dreadful fymptoms, attended: 
with miliary eruptions, &c, 

* Where 
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‘ Where lying-in women, by giving into the above hafty 
practice, have brought on this fever, together with a diminu- 
tion, or intire ftoppage, of the lochia, for the moft part the cons 
fequence is a fudden delirium.. And in order to relieve this 
fymptom, copious bleeding and blifters, we fear, are too often 
advifed, to the certain deftruction of the patient. 


For altho’ blifters, in general, are very ferviceable where this 
diforder happens, yet, to lying-in women, they prove of the 
worft confequence, by inflaming the womb, and fometimes 
bringing on mortifications and death. For which reafon we 
cannot too earneftly forbid the ufe of blifters in all diforders of 
puerperal women, in the early days of their lying-in, while the 
veflels are fo full, and the parts from whence the placenta was 
feparated fo very tender, and liable to be injured by the canftic 
falts of the cantharides. Many fatal inftances attending the 
application of blifters at this time have been obferved. 


‘ It is not only in lying-in cafes that madnefs is fometimes @ 
confequence of the negleat or ill-treatment of this fever ; for, 
in other perfons, it too often terminates in that manner.——It 
is therefore well worth obferving, fince experience confirms the. 
fact, that this fort of madnefs, which follows this low fever, will 
by no means yield to the common methods for the cure of mad- 
nefs; becaufe great evacuations, as purging, vomiting, and ef- 
pecially bleeding, always heighten the difeafe, and. foon either 
deftroy the patient, or bring on an incurable foolifhnefs.’ 


In the fame manner does the author treat malignant and mi- 
liary fevers, pleurifies, peripneumonies, the fmall-pox, and 
meafles. We wifh it were in our power to make fome extras 
from his cautions refpeéting the fmall-pox ; but the reader will 
confider, that the intenion of a Review is, to point out works of 
merit, and not totranfcribe them; to mark their beauties, and 
correct their errors, as far as is neceflary to convey a juft idea of 
the intrinfic value they poffefs. 
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Art. X. Inftitutions Politiques. Par Monfeur le Baron de Biel- 
feld. Tome Premier. 410. 


H E. more we ftudy, the more we admire the vaft compafs 

of erudition, the precifion, the clearnefs of the ingenious 

baron de Bielfeld, and regret the impoffibility of doing his work 
juftice in the limits allowed to foreign articles. Such an infi- 
: nity 
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nity of matter, fo diftinétly arranged in a fmall compafs, will 
admit of no abftraé&t. Every part of his fubject is already treated 
. ; , 

in the moft concife manner, and to recite the mere titles of 
chapters would be equally urentertaining and uniriftrudtive to 
our readers. We fhall therefore enumerate a few of the moré 
general and important heads, and endeavour to convey an idea 
of the manner in which they are treated by a fpecimen. 


The firft chapter treats of the preliminary knowledge requis 
fite to a politician ; the character, the genius, and the talents; 
which can alone excel in this fphere. Befides a tafte for the 
belles lettres, an infight into the human heart, the manners of 
mankind, and what is called knowing the world; the true poli- 
tician muft be acquainted with the Latin and principal modern 
languages: he muft be able to write-in a fluent, manly, clear, 
and fimple ftile. His fpeech, on public occafions, muft par- 
take of the fame kind of eloquence. He muft not only be a4 
rhetorician, but a logician. He fhould be perfeétly maiter of 
the laws of nature and the rights of nations; that is, he muft 
ftudy Grotius, Puffendorf, and Montefquieu. We are aftonithed 
the author fhould forget that beautiful piece of Cicero’s, inti- 
tuled, De Legibus; a work that does honour to antiquity, and 
_ fhould be read by every man who touches evén the fkirts of this 
fpecies of philofophy. In a particular manner, he ought to be 
perfectly verfed in the interefts of all thofe nations which are by 
any means conneéted with hisown; and the hiftory and confti- 
tution of his own country fhould’ be quite familiar to him: 
. Geography is indifpenfibly neceflary; and fo far the politician 
ought to be acquainted with heraldry and genealogy, ds to be at 
ho lofs about the proper arms, the origin and fucceffidn of the 
principal families in Europe. The rules laid down by our’ au- 
thor, for obtaining this knowledge, are judicious, and worthy: 
of being perufed by every one who would make any progrefs iti 
thefe moft effential branches of a fine education: 


The next chapter, which treats of politics in general, is nid 
lefs curious and fenfible. Here he defines politics in a more 
extended fenfe; ‘* a knowledge of the means moft fuitable to 
attain the end propofed.” In a limited fenfe, ** it is the know- 
ledge of thofe means mioft proper to render a ftate formidable 
and the people happy:”-or, in other words, <* the art of got 
verning a ftate, and direétirig public affairs.” We thould ima® 
gine thefe diftinctions too clear and pretifé to admit of cavilling$ 
yet have a certain fet of critics endeavoured to difplay their ac= 
curacy at the expence of their underftanding, by raifing objec- 
tions without a foundation. What our %uthor advances upon 
Vou. X. Auguf 1760. L the 
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"he different modes of government, is refined, deep, and faga= 
cious: but we will only obferve, that he concludes the chapter 
with pointing out the proper objects of politics ; which confitt, 
firft; in polifhing the nation; zdly, in introducing good order, 
maintaining fociety, and obedience to the laws; 3dly, in efta- 
blithing a good and exa& police; which obje&, we are of opi- 
nion, is fufficiently contained and expreffed in the fecond ; 4thly, 
in rendering the ftate flourifhing and opulent; and, sthly, in 
making it formidable in itfelf, and refpectable to its neighbours. 
Each of thefe objets is minutely canvaffed in the five fubfe- 
quent chapters, in a manner equally amufing and inftru@ive. 
Treating of the eftablifhment of a police, our author touches 
upon the liberty of the prefs ; a fubject fo important to this 
country in particular, that we could with to fee it handled at 
large by fo judicious a writer and excellent politician. We fhall 
beg leave to quote what he fays, in the fame chapter, upon 
games of hazard. 


« Les fubmerfions & les incendies font des fléaux qui dévorent 
tout d’un coup les biens de citoyens; mais il eft d’autres maux, 
d’autres vices dans l’etat, qui, pour étre plus lents, plus fourds, 
plus imperceptibles, n’en ruinent pas moins les fortunes des par- 
ticuliers, & qu’une fage police doit par conféquent prévenir. 
Vintroduction des Feux de hazard peutétre mife ala téte de ces 
vices. On ne veut pas s’ €tendre en déclamations rebatués con- 
tre le Jeu ; mais il eft certain que cette manie, qui dégénére 
prefque toujours en fureur, eft une pefte pour la fociété. Si les 
jeux d’efprit, les jeux d’amufement, doivent étre confidérés 
comme des récréations agréables, & méme utiles, on ne {cauroit 
envifager les gros jeux, les jeux de hazard, que comme des moy= 
ens d’aquérir indignes d’un honnéte homme, comme les ref- 
fources des fainéans, des efcrocs, & fouvent des filoux, comme 
Ja ruine de mille honnétes citoyens qui font Ja dupe des prémiers, 
_ & comme des diftraétions pernicieufes pour les progrés de J’in- 
duftrie. I] s’enfuit de 14 que les jeux de hazard doivent étre géné- 
ralement défendus, & qu’il ne convient pas d’avoir la complai- 
fance de les tolérer ni 4 la cour, ni aux rédoutes, ni dans les 
affemblées des particuliers, & encore moins dans des hétels, pri- 
vilégiés. La police doit faire main-baffe fur toutes les acadé- 
mies de Jeu, fur tous les Brelans & les coupe-gorges de cette 
efpéce. Elle doit interdire, fous des peines grieves, 4 tous. les 
Caffetiers, Aubergiftes, Cabaretiers, teneurs de Guinguette, &c. 
de donner a jouer aux jeux de hazard. Les Joueurs de profef- 
fion doivent étre expulfes de la Ville. II faut punir, fans accep- 
tion de perfonne, tous ceux gui contreviennent,a ce réglement. 


Peut-étre nous trouvera-t-on trop f€véres fur ce chapitre; mais 
qu’on 
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qu’on nous indique une feule utilité, un feul avantage réel, rai- 
fonnable, qui réfulte des jeux de hazard, contre mille inconvé- 
niens, mille défordres que nous pouvons y oppofer, nous rons 
eharmés de changer de langage. 


¢ Les lotteries font des efpéces de jeux de hazard, mais qui 
fe font fous les yeux, fous l’autorité, fous la dire&tion méme de 
la police & du fouverain. Ainfi bien-loin d’étre nuifibles, elles 
ne font que mettre l’argent en circulation, qu’en attirer du de- 
hors, & que donner lieu a quelques fujets de faire une fortune 
foudaine aux dépens de plufieurs milliers qui, ont. rifqué. chaeun 
une bagatelle dans l’efpérance de fe procurer le méme avantage. 
Il y a néanmoins quelques précautions a prendre encore.a,cet 
egard. D’abord, il n’eft pas prudent d’en trop multiplier le 
nombre, pour ne pas donner lieu au peuple, avide de gain, ¢’y 
perdre trop d’argent, & de faire de mauvaifes manceuvres pour 
le ravoir. Il eft avantageux pour l’etat qu’il y ait prefque tou~ 
jours une lotterie générale & confidérable fur pié ; mais il ne 
faut pas, fans de fortes raifons, oétroyer les petites lotteries par- 
ticulieres, qui font des efpéces de piéges qu’on tend au public, 
~ Jl faut obferver la plus fevére probité dans toute Ja direction de 
Ja lotterie, & la plus fcrupuleufe exaétitude dans les termes du 
tirage ainfi que dans le payement; fans quoi le crédit chez 
Yétranger eft perdu pour toujours. Les recettes, les payemens 
doivent fe faire également en bon argent, fans ufure d’A giot 3 
& Von ne doit point faire de mauvaifes chicanes a ceux quai ont 
gagné les gros lots, leur demander des rétributions, ou-les affu- 
jetir a laiffer Pargent dans le pais. ‘Toutes ces véxations font 
_indignes du fouverain, & le perdent de réputation dans toute 
YEurope. L’Etat, ou l’etabliffement, en faveur duquel fe:fait 
ja lotterie, n’en doit tirer que 10., ou tout au plus 12. par 
cent de bénéfice. Les plans, les balances & les liftes des tirageg 
doivent étre rendus publics; & dans toutes ces chofes on ne 
fcauroit trop recommander la bonne foi. 


« Les Foires, les Marchés; & les autres établiffemens de cette 
fature attirent ordinairement une fouled’Avanturiers, de Joueurs 
de Gobelets, & de gens de pareille trempe, -qui .expofent au 
Public des petits Jeux de fortune, des Chances, des petites Lot- 
teries, & beaucoup d’inventions pareilles qui amufent le petit 
peuple en le dépouillant. Comme on ne peut, pour d’autres 
raifons plus importantes, géner la liberté des Foires, on ne fcau- 
roit s’*empécher de tolérer tous ces Jeux; mais la Police doit 
cependant avoir un ceil toujours attentif 4 ce que la Fourberie 
#iyerte ne s’en méle point, & que le Public n’en foit pas trop la 
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dupe. Hors des Foires, ces fortes de Boutiques ne doivent ja- 
‘mais étre permifes; car tout bien confidéré ceux qui les tien- 
nent ne font aucun bien a l’Etat, & ne vivent que de la crédu- 
lité ftupide du Public. Les Charlatans &F les Sahinbangues font 
des gens de méme acabit, & peut-étre encore plus pernicieux 
pour Etat. Leur art confifte’a fafciner les yeux du Peuple par 
une oftentation bizarre, par un jargon faftueux, & par de pe- 
tites Farces a la faveur desquelles ils débitent leurs Drogues 
aux badauts. Nous avons donné pour régle qu’il doit y avoir 
dans l’Etat ure Ordonnance Médicinale pour les Drogues. em- 
ployées dans les Pharmacies : comment une pareille Ordonnance 
eft-elle compatible avec la permiffion qu’on accorde aux Char- 
latans de débiter mille remedes dont on ne connoit pas Jes ingré- 
diens, & qui font quelquefois des Poifons lents? Les arracheurs 
de Dents font les feuls Charlatans que la Police peut & doit tol 
rer, parce que tout leur art ne confifte que dans l’adrefle & dans 
un grand ufage de la main.” 


Every obje&t of police, in town and country, is treated with 
the fame precifion; but all our author’s fentiments cannot, we 
think, be adopted, confiftently with the freedom and humanity 
of Britons. . 


The chapters on the management of the finances ought to 
be ftudied, with attention, by every prince and ftate-minifter ; 
but it eontains too great a variety of matter for our {mall boun- 
daries, if we would render the fubje& intelligible. We muft 
not forget, that among the chief qualities of a ftatefman our 
author reckons a knowledge and inclination for cultivating 
trade and commerce ; upon which he enlarges with fo much 
good-fenfe, as fully difplays how deeply he has ftudied the fub- 
ject. But as it would be impoflible for us to mark every par- 
ticular that merits attention, we fhall here drop this excellent 
performance, until more leifure furnifhes an opportunity of re- 
fuming it to advantage, and entering upon a clofe and minute 
critique. Let tis only obfervé, that the baron de Bielfeld has 
the merit of firft having reduced politics to a fyftem, and af 
entering with depth and fagacity into every branch. of. the func- 
tion of a ftatefman, in a manner that evinces his ability, his 
opportunity of improvement, and the confidence repofed in 
him by his royal matter. 
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Art. XI. Anecdote du Stjour du Roi, &e. 


Annecdotes concerning the King of Sweden’s retreat at Bender ; 
or, The Letters of M. le Baron de Fabrice: ferving to illuf- 
trate the Hiftory of Charles XU. 


Bg publication does great honour to the veracity of Mr. 
Voltaire, which has been fo frequently contradicted by 
men whofe materials for fuch an hiftory were by no means 
fo authentic. . In an advertifement prefixed to thefe letters we 
are informed, that they were found, written in cypher, in the 
cabinet of the Duke of Holftein; and, indeed, they | ‘bear the 
ftrongeft marks of authenticity. The ftyle is that. of a man 
rather converfant in affairs than books, fometimes grave, fre- 
quently fprightly, but always pleafing. The ftrange oddities 
of the famous Charles are here ftrongly difplayed with good- 
natured ridicule; the writer, even while he condemns, feem- 
ing fond of this unaccountable man. We remember to have 
heard, that this Mr. Fabrice was afterwards gentleman of the 
bed-chamber to his Majefty King George I. and, after leaving 
England, and going through fome further changes of fortune, 
that he died of chagrin. However this be, certain it is, thgt 
this publication refle&s honour upon his addrefs and political 
abilities, and fhews, that fortune, and not his want of merit, 
prevented him from Tifing to the higheft eminence, and end- 
ing a life more happily, that had fuch an aufpicious beginning. 


We fhall tranflate a part of his fixth letter, addreffed to the 
Baron Gortz, as it may at once give the reader an idea of his 
manner of writing, and of the King who is the fubject of his 
correfpondence : 

Bender, Fuly 4, 1710. 

«* Sir, Leaving Belgrade on the 14th of June, | arrived, in 
fix days failing along the Danube, at Hiftria, and from thence 
have come hither by land, crofling Moldavia and part of Tartary, 
in fix days more; fo that my whole journey was performed 
within a day of the time I had calculated before I fet out from 
Vienna. i fhould have performed my journey in lefs time, if 
I could have perfuaded the ‘Tartars to travel with me by night: 
but this it was impoffible to effe&. We wanted nothing during 
our journey; aad one might travel in this country as well. as 
in Germany, if they had inns; but thefe are unfortunately 
wanting : and even the inhabitants of Sclavonia are better off 
than they, who live under ground like rats. I would not have 
neglected my duty in writing to your excellency on my jour. 
ney; but there was no method of conveying my letters to a. 
grade. ‘ 
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‘ The King enjoys perfect health, and does not halt, as wag 
falfly given out in Germany. He is even become fairer, and 
grown fatter, than when he left Saxony. Add to this, he is of 
a moft agreeable difpofition, and fpeaks with as much juftice 
and good fenfe as any man alive. I may likewife affirm, that, 
if this prince was great in profperity, he is ftill more fo in ad- 
verfity. He is almoft adored in this country, and feared at 
the fame time. Befides this, he finds himfelf at liberty to a& 
as he thinks proper; and, to judge from the appearances and by 
the manner in which he is treated, the Turks feem to depend 
more upon him, than he upon them: fo that.all accounts of 
their ill ufige, which his enemies have propagated, are merely 
inventions. 1 fhall only mention two aétions, to evince the 
extraordinary régard paid him here. In the firft place, he had 
it in his power to order the Bafhaw of Oczakow to be ftran- 
gied, tor having hefitated to give the King a free paflage. The 
fecond is, the Hofpodar of Walachia has been depofed, becaufe 
it was thro’ his default that Gyllenkrok and his troops were 
cut off by the Mufcovites. t 


‘ I have bought a couple of Tartar horfes, to be in a capacity 
of following when he rides out, which he does regularly twice 
every day; and this is the moft convenient time to talk upon 
bufinefs with him. This King’s patience’and moderation afto- 
nifh me. He fpeaks with the utmoit modefty of, his enemies ; 
he even excufes the allies for not preventing the defigns of the 
King of Denmark, and King Auguftus: but with all this, he 
is {> referved, that I defy the moft intriguing politician to dif- 
cover his real fentiments. In four days acquaintance, during 
which I have had frequent opportunities of ‘converfing with 
him (for he fems very well picafed at being informed of every 
thing), I have been utterly unable to difcover his defigns, tho’ 
the day before yefterday he kept me alone with him for two 
hours in his tent. 


¢ An hour after my arrival I was introduced by Mr. Muller 
to his Majefty, to whom I made a fhort but ftrong compliment 
in the name of my mafter, without ever mentioning his late 
Royal Hizhnef:, whofe name the King never hears mentioned 
without concern. He enquired with great condefcenfion about 
my mafter’s health, and feemed pleafed at my information. 
As this was my firft audience, I did not chufe to mention 
public news, of which his Majefty feemed very defirous. The 
cay following I had a converfation of two long hours with Mr. 
Muller. Befides, I have accefs to the King whenever I think 
proper, and he hears me with great condefcenfion. I difcover 
ne 
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no eagernefs to depart ; and this, I am told, is the fureft way 
to have my bufinefs difpatched the fooner. I am, &c.’ 





-” _ 


Art. XII. Oeuvres du Philofophe De Sans Souci, Jecond Partie. 


Nother volume of the works of the philofopher De Sans 
Souci hath made its appearance, which, like the former, 
catries too {trong marks of its author, to be miftaken. We 
could willingly defire to fee fuch furreptitious editions fall into 
the oblivion they certainly deferve; but that is impoffible, 
while the merit of the performance pleads their caufe, or the 
greatnefs of the author awakens curiofity. 

We are at a lofs how this fecond volunte has alfo ftolen into 
the world; every reader muft own it to belong to him to whom 
it is afcribed, and yet few pretend to trace the channel by 
which our entertainment has been conveyed. Were we to in- 
dulge a conjecture, it may probably be, that this volume, as 
well as the preceding, was found among the papers of the late 
prefident of the royal academy at Berlin; and that his heirs 
turned to profit what feemed fo likely to reward the publica- 
tion. 

However this “ there are feveral ftrokes of the mafter 
in this volume, as well as in that we mentioned before. The 
familiar epiftles in this, though not equal to thofe in the other 
volume, have yet their merit; and, as he himfelf chara&terifes 
them, abound rather with hazarded expreflion than corrett- 
nefs. 

As in the laft we gave 2 poetical epiftle, we fhall in this give 
_ a part of one in profe, addreffed to Voltaire, which will thew 
with what eafe the author writes in either capacity. 


To VoLTaAIRE. 


« I have received with pleafure two letters from you at one 
time. Prithee confefs, has not my large pacquet of poetry ap- 
peared ridiculous to you. I fancy myfelf like Therfites, who 
attempts to compare with Achilles. I hope in your next to 
have a criticifm upon what I have written, as you ufed formerly to 
Jet me have when I was a poor private inhabitant at Rheintberg ; 
where the unfortunate Keiferling, whom I regret, and fhall ever 
regret, gave you his tribute of praife. But Voltaire is becomé 
a courtier, and he now can part with nothing but praife ; 
and truly this may be the leaft dangerous trade of the two, 
Think not, however, that my poetical felf-fufficiency can be 
offended with your corrections; I have not the folly to think 
that a German is capable of fhining in French poetry. 


L4 Be 
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‘Be fo kind then, as not to {pare me: I know it is very poffi- 
ble to write better than [ havedone; hut then I fhould be glad 
to be told how. 

«Are not you of opinion, that erritinry verfe well is a good in- 
troduction to writing profe ? Will not this render the ftyle more 
energetic; particularly if the writer is upon his guard not ta 
load his profe with epithets, circumlocutions, or too poetical 
metaphors? 

‘ ].am much enamoured of philofophy and verfe. When 
I fpeak of philofophy, I mean neither geometry nor metaphy- 
fics. ‘The former, though fublime, is not made for a man who 
is to mix in fociety : I leave this to fome dreaming Englifhman 3 
let him govern the heavens as he will, I am contented with the 
planet which I inhabit. As for metaphyfics, they are, as you 
have juftly termed them, a bladder filled with wind. Every 
journey through thefe regions expofe the traveller either to the 
precipice or the abyfs; and I am perfuaded that nature has not 
formed us to guefs at her fecrets, but rather to follow implicitly 
the plan fhe propofes. Let us draw all the advantages from 
life that it is capable of affording, and not trouble our heads, 
whether we are a€ted upon by fuperior agents, or directed by 
our own free will. 

‘ If, however, I may venture to hazard my fentiments upon 
this fubjeé&t, it appears to me, that our paffions and circum- 
ftances ever determine us. If you go ftill higher, I confefs my 
ignorance. I well know, that-by my will I am drawn to write 
verfes, whether good or bad; but 1 am ignorant whether there 
may not be fonie external compulfion i in the cafe. If it be fo, 
{ am difpleafed that this compulfion does not make them more 
agreeable. 

‘ Don’t be furprized at my ode upon war: thefe are, I af- 
fure you, my fentiments: you muft diitinguifh the ftatefman 
from the philofopher; and you ought to know, that we may 
make war from reafon, may be politicians from duty, and phi- 
lofophers from inclination. Men are never placed in this world 
according to their choice. From hence it happens, that there 
are fo many bad coblers, bad priefts, bad ftatefmen, and bad 
monarchs in the world, &c.’ — 


Arr, XIII. Le Livre de quatre Colewrs. The Book of four Colours, 


HIS work was printed at Paris fome time ago, under the 

title of Livre A-la-mode, the book in fafhion: however, it 

has unfortunately belied its title; for the French are not entirely 
fo whimfical, as to buy a book merely from the colour of the 
ink with which it is has been printed. Al thatis remarkable in 
thig 
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this work -being, that-it is printed’ with ink of four different 
colours,- yellow, .blue, brown, and red : as for the contents, it 
js little more than fome common place humour upen the fer, 
the soilet, fafhionable ceremonies, &c. which they who, have a 
mind to. fee, may confult in the party-coloyred original. 





——.-. 


Ant. XIV. La Café; ou, L’Ecoffaife: Comedie. Par Mr, Hume. 
Traduite en Francois. 
The Coffee-Houfe; or, The Scots-Woqman: Acamedy. ByMr, 
Hume. Tranflated into French. 


HIS piece is afcribed to Mr. Voltaire, probably from 

the fimilitude between it and a tragedy lately publithed 
by him, called Socrates. In both he pretends to be only a 
tranflator; and as he has afcribed his play of Socrates to the 
late Mr. Thompfon, fo he attributes this to Mr. Hume, author 
of fome tragedies lately afted. The plot is fimple and _ inte- 
refting ; the dialogue rather too naked, and without the leaft 
heightening of art. A young lady of great beauty and merit, 
and a native of Scotland, happens to lodge in a coffee-houfe, 
where fhe endeavours to hide her diitreffed circumftances, at a 
time fhe is in the utmoft neceflity. Her father, for haying 
engaged in a deluded party, is condémned by the ftate, and, 
unknown to her, takes refuge in the fame houfe. Her lover, 
who had embarked in the oppofite intereft, and is confe- 
quently an enemy to the difloyal party, through his paffion 
for her, endeavours to avert the fentence; this makes up the 
fufpence of the play, which ends by the lady’s father being re- 
ftored to his former fortune and honours, and by a marriage 
between the young lady and the benefactor of the family. ; 
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Art. 15. The Farmer's Complete Guide, through all the Articles of 
his Profefgon; the Laying-out, Proportionidg, and Cropping “bis 
Ground ; “and the Rules for purchafing, managing, and preferving 
bis Stock. In particular, the Choice and Culture of Wheat, Bar- 
ley, and Oats, from the Seed to the Barn. The moft profitable Way 
of raifing Turneps, with a Propofal for introducing the Northern 
Turnep, called the Naper, which will live on Bogs. The Manages 
ment of Meadow and Pafture Ground, and raifing of artificial Gra/~ 

Jes. The Culture of Beans, Peafe, Tares, and Thetches. The 
Raifing of Hemp, Flax, and Hops; and an Account of the New 
Lucerne. The Raifing of Hedge Shrubs, Coppice Wood, and Tim- 
ber Trees, &c. 8vo. Pr.ss. Kearfly. © . 


HE treatife before us affords ftrong fufpicions, that. the 
& art of agriculture, like every other art, is profeffed by 
hireling {cribblers, who compofe volumes of a certain fize, for 


a 








$4 Monthly Caratocur. 


a certain pfice, of uncertain merit, that will produce a certain 
profit to the bookfeller, proportioned to his knack at puffing, 
advertifing, &c. &c. Impofture in this particular is of the 
.gnoft dangerous tendency, as fuch books generally fall into 
. the hands of men, the leaft qualified by education and read- 
ing to detect it, from a variety of circumftances, which render 
the counterfeit obvious to the more learned. A compiler in 
any branch of fcience, who affumes the charaéter of an original, 
.is of all men the moft liable to be expofed. He may aptly be 
compared to a lienteric patient, who difcharges whatever is 
taken into the body, crude, indigefted, and fcarce altered from 
its original ftate, owing to the vitiated and weakened concoétive 
powers. Whether the performance in view merits the cenfure 
here beftowed on hackneyed mechanical fcribblers, we will not 
pretend to decide. We are too little converfant with the fub- 
ject, and too much employed, abfolutely, to dete the author in 
plagiarifm; though we muft confefs, few of his directions ap- 
pear altogether his own, or at all different from what, we ima- 
gine, we have perufed_ in feveral well-known authors. The 
work, however, is focopious, plain, and explicit, that if tole- 
rable judgment be ufed in fele&ting the authorities, it may prove 
in fome refpect ufeful to the farmer. One of the moft beneficial 
Subjects, handled by our author, appears to be the cultiva- 
tion of flax, as it is raifed by the Dutch, who certainly are the 
beft guides in an art they have purfued with equal diligence and 
advantage. He acknowledges to have borrowed his directions 
on this fubje& from a writer, who had many opportunities of 
obferving the method praétifed in Holland. 

After prefering the Zealand feed, to that imported from the 
Baltic, and a fat rich, toa light meagre and warm foil, which 
may yield a fairer, finer, and fofter thread, but never fo plenti- 
fula harveft, our author proceeds to the neceflary preparations, 
previous to fowing. But the reader muft confult the original 


for farther fatisfaGiion. _@ 


Art. 16. Semiramis: 4 Tragedy, Tranflated from the French of 
M, de Voltaire. 8vo. Pr. 1s. 6d. Kearfly, 


This tragedy, wrote by the celebrated M. Voltaire, is fo well 
known to the public, that it would be unneceflary to recite the 
plan and ftory upon which it is founded. It ferves to demon- 
ftrate how different are the talents required to criticife with 
tafte, and write without fault. Voltaire has condemned Mr. 
Addifon for introducing an infipid love-fcene into his Cato, 
which he calls the fineft dramatic performance in the Englifh 
language ; but he “copies this error, if it he one, in his Semira- 
mis. The paflion between Azema and Arzaces, appears no way 


effential to the cataftrophe. He has likewife imitated what he 
4 thinks 
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thinks moft blameable in our immortal Shakefpear ; namely 
his fondnefs of the horrible. Can any thing be more fo than 
the death of Semiramis by the hands of her own fon, efpecially 
as poetical juitice might have been ftriétly executed on the guilty 
queen, without exciting eternal remorfe in the breaft of her in- 
nocent fon and fucceffor. Monologues have alfo been deemed a 
trefpafs upon nature, by feveral of our beft modern critics ; but 
we have here a foliloquy by Azema, introduced, in our opinion, 
without neceffity, as it difclofes none of the fecret workings of 
the mind, or, in the leaft, contributes to difclofe the plot. We 
may poflibly add, that M. Voltaire has befides toomuch indulged 
himfelf in the marvellous; at leaft what muft appear fo toa 
- modern audience. Tombs gaping, ghofts ftalking along the 
ftage, thunder rattling, lightning flafhing, and oracles delivered 
by a high prieft, all ferve to imprefs an aweful dread and horror, 
but they hurt the judgment, as the event might as eafily be unra- 
velled without the aid of prodigies. ‘The letters communicated 
by Oroes to Arzaces, fufficiently explained the king’s murder, 
the queen’s guilt, and the royal pedigree of Arzaces. Upon 
the whole, however, the piece has great merit. The language 
is chafte, the verfification harmonious, many of the fentiments 
truly fublime, and feveral of the incidents extremely affeing ; 
all of which are loft in this paultry tranflation. Let the reader 
judge of our verdi& by the following fcene. - 


‘ACTIV. SCENE I. 
© The Scene reprefents the Porch of the Temple, 


© Arzaces, Axema. 

* Arzaces. Ah, do not aggravate my weight of wee, 
This oracle with horror fills my foul. . 
Shock’d nature teems with figns and portents dire : 
Mutt cruel heaven deprive me of your heart ? 

‘ Azema. Ceafe perjur’d man, nor add to what I feel 
By talking.of thy love; twas falfhood all. 
I combat not the queen who gives her crown, 
The {peaking dead, nor thy perfidious heart : 
By various prodigies my foul appall’d, 
Finds none that equal thy inconftancy. 
Compleat thy work, propitiate Ninus’ ghoft, 
By me begin thy horrid facrifice : 
Strike here ungrateful man 

“ Arzaceg, ——My wounded heart 
Was not abaing this cruel ftroke prepar’d. 
Inhuman maid, judge from my grief profound 
Whether this heart prefers you to a throne 3 
If I have brav’d the dangers of the field, 

nd fame acquir’d, it was for you alone: 


in all my labours, all my hardy deeds, Ts 
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To merit you was my ambition’s height. 

Semiramis is dear to me, I own, 

Your praifes of her have confpir’d with mine: 

We thought her both a guardian power, whofe care 
Kindly protected our myfterious love. 

Perhaps the gods who dwell in bowers of blifs, 
Require fuch holy homage, fuch pure love. 

When the queen chofe me, judge of my furprize, 
Think of the precipice that gapes before us : 

Hear my fate to the end— 

‘ Azema. [ know it all. 

« Arzaces. I was not born for empire nor for thee. 
‘This fon I am to ferve is Ninia’s felf, 
The fon of Ninus, and his only heir 

© Azema. Proceed 

© Arzaces. With whom, an infant, 
You were united by the marriage-tye, 

Atonce my monarch and my rival born— 

‘ Azema. Ninias 

© Arzaces. —He lives, and fhortly will appear. 

‘« Azema. Ninias! juftheaven! the queen believ’d him dead 

© Arzaces. The queen deceiv’d, long wept a fon who lives. 

“ Azema. Ninias then lives—— 

© Arzaces. Tis kept afecret ftill | 
Deep in the temple, from the queen conceal’d. 

‘ Azema. But Ninus crowns you and his widow’s yours. 

‘ Arzaces. But you efpoufe his fon; his fon’s my king, 
And I muft ferve him. Fatal oracle! 

‘ Azema. Love {peaks, I’m fatisfy’d, and afk no more ; 
His orders from obfcurity are free : 

That is the only oracle I'll hear. 

Since Ninias then is living let him come : 

Her promife let his mother here renew, 

And let his father, from the grave return’d, 
Th’ engagements of our infancy confirm ; 
Let mighty Ninias, thy king and rival, 

Feel all the love that fhould infpire thy breatt ; 
Come, and thou fhalt behold his love defpis’d, 
Himfelf, his throne, his love, I fcorn them all. 
But where is Ninias? fay, what myftery 

Can from the mother keep her fon conceal’d? 
But let him come; he nor the queen herfelf, 
No, nor the ghoft fent forth from gaping hellg 
Nor fhall a general wreck of nature force 
This conftant heart to violate its faith. 

Do you, Arzaces, well confult yourfelf, 


And ftrive to copy after my example, | ‘ 
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But what are then rhefe crimes, which hell enrag’d, 
Which Ninus’ ghoft command to be aton’d? 

No, cruel Arzaces, if you break your vows, 
No crime how black foe’r can equal yours. 

Th’ interpreter of fate I fee arife, 

Its laws to diftate from his dark retreat: 

The haplefs paffion which you violate 

Muft not prevent you to confult the gods. 

Go, hear the menacing decrees of Ninus ; 

My fate on thee depends, thine on the gods. [Exit Arzaces. | 

‘ Arzaces. Ym thine, and only thine; itay, cruel, ftay ; 

Oh mixture ftrange of horror and of blifs! 

Strange deftinies which with each other jar!” 


Art. 17. Oratio Anniverfaria, quam ex Harveii Inftituto in Theatro 
 Collegii Regalis Medicorum Londinentis die O&tobris 18 4.1755 
Habuit Marcus Akenfide M. D. Coll, aye et Reg. Societ. Sociuse 
4to. Pr. 1s. Dodfley. 


This fubject has been fo. exhaufted by annual difcourfes, that 
even the creative powers of the elegant author of the Pleafures of 
the Imagination, could fuggeft nothing new, entertaining, or 
inftructive. The language is fluent and claffical enough; but 
we find fo much ftale and infipid panegyric, as hath almoft ex- 
cited our indignation againft the ingenious founder of the initi- 
tution, and difguft to all thofe great phyficians whom our au- 
thor would immortalize. 


Art. 18. The Hiftory of the Prefent War: A new Britith Medley. 
In two Parts. Proper .to be faid or Jung in all Companies of True 
Britons. fol. Pr. 6d. Dixwell. 


Juftly entitled a Medley. A ftrange jumble of bad recitative 
and pitiful ballads. The concluding ftanza is the belt in it; 
the reader, at leaft, will be pleafed with ic on account of its be- 
ing the laft, as well as for the patriotic fentiment it contains. 


© To you fair ladies now at land. 
And, Britons, hear your genius fpeak, 
Nor fage advice deride ; 
If you the Gallic pow’r would break, 
Be Unity your guides 
The French (keep you but one mind) | ¢ootue 
Mutt fly like chatf before the wind. Fal, Jal, 8&2 '° "© 


Art. 19. Did you ever fee fuch Damned Stuff? Or, So-math thes 
better. A Story without Head or Tail, Wit or Humour. 12mo. 
Price 2s. Seyffert: : 


This is a wretched tranflation of a filly attempt to humour in 
the French, with fearce any other addition than that of the title 
Page. Arts 
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Art. 20. 4 Sketch of Moral Philofophy ; or, An Effay to demonftrate 
the Principles of Virtue and Religion upon a new, nataral, and ea fy 
Plan. By John Taylor, /ate of Norwich, D.D. 80. Pr. 


us.6d. Waugh. 


The great misfortune of almoft all the fyftems of ethics we 
have ever feen, is a certain drynefs and barren formality, that 
difguft a young reader. It is not fufficient that the mind be 
exercifed upon clear and juft ideas, the definitions evident, and 
every propofition demonftrated as far as moral certainty will ad- 
mit of demonftration ; it muft be interefted, by reducing the 
principles of moral actions to the natural feelings, and elucidating 
them by the commonoccurrences of life. Abftraéted ethical reafon- 
‘ing lofes all its force, however folid and convincing ; to render it 
engaging, a conitant regard muft be had to faét and experience, 
This method has fuccefsfully been adopted by the late ingenious 
author of the theory of moral fentiments; and his work has, 
for that reafon, been perufed with more avidity and applaufe, 
than any former writings upon the fubjed. 

With refpe& to the fketch before us, it is drawn upon the ba- 
fis of good fenfe; but mere out-lines contain nothing ftriking, 
however fteady may be the hand of the defigner. The method 
is truly geometrical, the definitions, in general, juft, and the 
propofitions demonftrative; but we regard them with the indif- 
ference fhewn to the felf-evident preliminary truths of mathe- 
maticians. As the mind is excited by not the fainteft hope of 
the difcovery of new truths, the attention wavers, and the rea- 
der is juft in the condition of a traveller, who has a thoufand 
times beat over the fame path without a fingle new object to at- 
tract hiscuriofity. In aword, we have here a fyllabus of ethics, 
which may be of ufe to readers who find pleafure in contem- 
plating mere order, method, and harmony of parts. 


Art. 21. The Retired Penitent. Being a poetical Verfion of the Rew. 
Dr. Young’s Moral Contemplations. Revifed, approved, and pub- 
lifbed with the Confent of that learned and eminent Writer.* By 
Mr.Newcomb. 8vo. Pr. 6d. Buckland. 


There is nothing in this poem that deferves to be feverely cen- 
fured ; but, on the other hand, there is nothing in it that merits 
awarm applaufe: yet this would be fufficient to place itina 
ftate of reprobation, if we admit the #/e dixit of Horace, whe 
maintains, that mediocrity is infufferablein a poet. 

Mediacribus effe poetis 
Non dii, non homines, non concefere columne. 
However, we cannot but differ from the great critie above- 
mentioned, being firmly perfuaded, that a middling poet is pre- 


ferable to a bad one, Arte 








Monthly Ca TaLocus. 1s¢ 
Art. 22. The Firft Paftoral of Virgil in Englith Verfe ; attempted by 


James Peacock. 4f0. Price 6a. 


The incorreétnefs of this piece is fuch, that nothing could 
excufe it but a true fpirit of poetry ; and it is at the fame time 
fo flat and infipid, that the moft exa& correétnefs' would ‘be in. 
fufficient to attone for the tranflator’s want of genius, He has 
equally offended againft ftile and meafure ; and almoft every 
line of his paftoral affords an inftance of bad language, or bed 
yerfification. The very opening will prove the former : 


« Reclin’d at eafe beneath the cooling fhade, 
Free from thofe griefs thy fellow-fwains invade ; 


Thou Tityrus, upon thy flender reed | 
Art warbling o’er foft ftrains, which none exceed.” 


Fellow-fwains, in the fecond line, is placed in fuch a manner, 
that it fhould rather be the nominative cafe before the verb in- 
wade, than the accufative cafe afterit. In the fourth line, which 
none exceed, is altogether fuperfluous, and brought in merely for 
the fake of a rhyme. In the feventh page we meet with an ex 
ample of the author’s négleét of meafure: 


‘« It came, tho’ after long and fad delay, 
Not till from Galateia I broke away, . i 


And to fair Amaryllis'tun’d my lay.’ 


Our tranflator, not contented with thefe poetical licences, has 
thought proper even to difpenfe with rhyme : , 


‘ Nor love-fick turtles ceafe to pleafe thine ear, 
From the aerial elm, thy ‘ial near, 
In fweetly plaintive notes.’ 


Tit-¥Rvs. 
* Sooner the beamy ftags, aloft in air.’ 


Here air muft rhyme to motes; and then the former of thefe 
Jines confifts but of fix fyllables. It muft be owned, our author 
afferts the poet’s right of ‘quidlibet audendi to {ome purpofe, To 
conclude, a fchool-boy would have deferved but little praife, had 
he produced fuch a poem by way of exercife ; and James Pea. 
cock, to ufe a quibble of Mr. Dryden’s, feems to have traduced, 
rather than to have tranflated Virgil. | 


Art. 23- Medea to Jafon. An Epiftle. By a Gentleman, Foling 
Price ts. Hitch. 


We are told, in the preface, that this poem is the firft effort 
of an infant Mufe; and, indeed, that might havé been eafily 
gueffed, for it abounds with inaccuracies and abfurd expreffions. 


at 

















160 Monthly Catarocus: 
At the very beginning we meet with lines which offend equally 
againft nae. and fenfe : | 


‘ That faithful wife is me, 
Who, big with vengeance, fends thefe lines to thee.’ 


"The author tells us; that he has treated his fubje& ina man- 
ner very different from Ovid ; and that every one will allow him. 
It muft be however acknowledged, that the fentiment he makes 
Medea utter, when fhe {peaks of her children, is more in cha- 
ratter than that afcribed to her by Ovid upon the fame oceafion : 


* Give me at leaft my cirildren back again: 

This Imay afk—fure this I may obtain! 

Their prattling tongues will cheat the heavy day, 
And fteal for intervals my grief away! 

—Yet fend them not: left in their fronts I fee 
Some. likeuefs, fome fimilitude of thee! 

For then quite frantick and myfelf io imore— 
With their dath’d brains I ftrew the reeking floor !* 


_. Thefe lines anfwer our idea of the perfon who fpeaks, much 
better than thofe of the Latin poet: * 





¢ Sitibi fam vilis; communes refpice natos, 
Szviet in partus dira Noverca meos. 

Et nimium fimiles tibi funt: & imagine tangor : 

Et, quoties video, lumina noftra madent.’ 


Art. 24. 4 Foyer to the Memory of Mrs. Margaret Woffington. 
4to. Price ts. » Withy.. 


This poem is correét; elegant, and pathetic; but fot altoge- 
ther worthy of the perfon whom‘it celebrates, who muit-be al- 
lowed, by every fpettator of tafte, to have been one of the beft 
aétrefles that has appeared upon the Englifh ftage fince Mrs: 
Oldfield. As afpecimen of our author’s poetry, we hall prefent 
the reader with his defcription ‘of Mrs. Woffington in the cha- 
faéter of Cleopatra, wherein the difplayed uncommon excel- 
letice : 


« Whene’er. we view’d the Roman’s faliyrd ie, 
Thy beauty juftify’d the hero’s fhame. | 
What heart but then muft Anthony approve, 
And own the world was nobly loft for love ? 
What ears could hear in vain thy caufe implor’d, 
When foothing arts appeas’d thy angty lord? 
Each tender breaft the rough Ventidius blam’d, 
And Egypt gain’d the figh O@avia claiin’d. * 
Thy eloquence each hufh’d attention drew, 

_ While love.ufttrp’d the tears to virtue due? 


Chao 








